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Aſſembled i in rat RLIAMENT. 


\< Bedickcei is avireucof ck giedr 
S , worth; that 'Lather *did rather. 
deſire to bave. grace to be obedi- 
; ent,than power to'bork miracles. * 
n3 ur of this yery Principleir 
was, ch at I firſt adycntured to preach: before 
ſuch a grave and judicious Senate, coram tam Malem bs: 
multis viris 0 tam paucis' bominibus. And fun | 
from the ſame Principle 'it'is, that 1 now fer. ah 
preſent che Sermonto a more publikeview. _ LW 
The time allotted for the making of it,vvas = 
ſo ſhort ( by reaſon of your more ſcrious 


affairs) thatir might have been a ſufficient” TE 


"PO to excuſe both —_ and 
A; 2 T printing ; 


Ce 


rj ning of ir, had not os 
L icagey all ſuch PERS: And now 
| £ K Fr J ItTelf is ſo pgor 
and mea6;thar xt ray Bly be diered ro 
I what 'Apelles of be did to-a Painter, 
who honng - many y Lines in alictle 
1; gee of rime, { img, and boaſti ns to: Aggies that 
dbitct i Mt a time ; 
it was nd, at he wondered. that be 
bad Jrawi notes Bar Pave ny | 

humble requeſt is, That you would accept 
of -this:: poor Mite , this: fittle Odats hire, 
which your commands (like a Mid-wite, 

have brought intathe world.” Aa@®3 
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ing andthe great acknowledgement 
of. you Thanks dheree above. ub Gp 
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layin the duſt, and 
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ſuch as Hazgai, Zethariab, an 
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7 Oh Srinioon #17 0 EET MIDI HPE 0 IS) Ye 
exalteth a Nation., but finne-is a reproach to 


any People. The Lord 1n mercy. ruinate onr 
by) 
ſ{uin ith prear th: 
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faith,” Ani(h this ow 
_raiſed'up 

Zernbhab its” 
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ch as Hazes, Zechariah, and, otbers, to'_ 
ſretigthen' the hands of the Magiſtrates, - 


and to. encourage them in ſo noble: a ſer- 


'Ezra 5.1, 


vice: andtherefore it is exprelly ſaid. . Then 
the Prophets, Haggai «nd Zechariah prophe- | 
fied untothe Fews that were inJudab and Je- 
ruſalem. in the Name of the. God of Tſracl, 
even unto them, Then(and notbefore) roſe 
up Zerubbabel andJeſhua, ref rabies - 
the bouſe of God which is at Jeruſalem: = F 
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with them were the Prophets. of God: belping 
them. And. Exyra 6. 14. The Elders of the 
Jews builded , and they profpered through the 
propheſying of Haggai the Prophet , and Ze- 
chariah the ſonne of Iddo ; «nd they builded 
and /miſhes it, according to the ( ommandment 
of the God of Iſrael, exc. By both theſe 
Texts « appears, that the Magiſtrates began 
and finiſhed the reparations of Gods Houle, 

by the help of the Prophets of God: Suf- 
fer me; therefore (as divers others have- 
done beforc ): theunworthieſt of all Gods. 
Miniſters, according to my.dnty and: place, 

to beſcech and exhort you-to the conſum- 
mation of thoſe bleſſed good things which 
you have-begun to' do for the Church of- 
God in England. And the God of all” ble{-- 
lings, blefle you and yours, 


- Soprayeth- 
Your much obliged. 


Spiritual Servant,, 
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my a7 Hi : Text! utay- be:ditied 2 
7; "Lobo A w_ and: 
- breland,, or-for atly other\King- 
> dom whatſoever'3: wherein God 
trrmticn 'declates) whiatihie «cam 
- do with: Nations gd, 162 
and whathe will... | 
r. What 
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A Serman preached at a Faſt before 
> I. Whathe can do.. He can build and plant a 
Nation. and he can pluck up, pull down, and deftroy 
a Nation. And when a Kingdom is in the depth 
ofmiſery, he can inanjzſtazt, if he but ſpeake 
the word, raiſc it up to the top of happineſle, 
and whenitis in the heigth and Zenith of hap- 
pincſſe, he can'in another inſtant ſpeake a word, 
and throw it downe againe into an Abylle of 
miſery. cede ooh 
2. What he will do. God will not alwayes 
uſe his Prerogative, but he will firſt ate before 
Yerſe 7+ he ſtrikes; he will fitftprownnce judgement before 
Yerſc 8. he executeth judgement. And if that Natzow ag ainff 
which he bath pronounced the evil ponies fur 
Ferſe 8. from their evill of fin, then will God repent of the evill 
be intended ta do-wnte them ::; And not only fo, but. 
Yerſe 9. bewill build andplantthat Nation,; andofa bar- 
ren wilderneſſe, make it a fruirfull Paradife. But 
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Fer.1 o, if #48 Nation do evill in Gods by ," and will nat obey 


bl 
hs woice, then will God repent of the good wherewith he 
would have benefites,them, 'and pyll.down what he 
hath builr, and pluck up what. he hath planted, 
and of a fruitfull Paradiſe, make it a barren 
wildernefle. ; 

By allthis it appears, That as this day 13 a Ne- 
tienall day, and this Hodourzble Aſſembly « Nati- 
onal A(ſembly,ſo this Text is a Nationall Text every 
way ſutable for the occaſion about which we are 
met. The Lord make it-;as profitable to, you, as 
it is ſurable: for you. From the words thus explai- 
ned, I gather theſe four Da@trinall conc! _ 

A | Is at 


L-:That God hath an abſolute power over all 
Kingdoms and Nations, to pluck them up,: pull. 
them down, and deftroy them as he pleaſcth. 

2. That though God hath this abſalute Pre-. 
rogative over Kingdoms and Nations, yet he 
ſeldome uſcth this power, * but firſt: he-gives 
warning \ LM 

3. If that Kingdome againſt which God hath 
threatned deſtruction,repent and turn fremtheir 
evill; God will not only not deſtroy that King- 
dome, but buildir, and'plant'it.' Or thus, 

Nationall Repentance will divert Nationall 
judgements, and procure Nationall bleſſings. 

4. That when God begias to build and: plant 
a Nation, if that NationdocvillinGods fight, 

God will repent of the good he intended/tordo! 
unto it. | 

The firſt is this, 

. I. That God hath an indgpendent:andiillimi-:DoZF, r. 
ted Prerogativeover all Kingdoms and Nations: 
to build them, or deſtroy them as he pleaſerhy 

This$s ſet forth in the beginning of the Chap- 
ter, by ocular demonſtration:c. /God:bids ſeremy 
Ariſe and 0 down'to the Potters houſe,cec, and when Yerſe 2. 
he came there , | he beheld'the Potter making a 
Veflell of clay; and breaking it, and-making it 
2gainanother- Veſlell,, as. ſcemed-good:'to'the /* 4+ 
16 to make "hw oof o- __ iſe] my we 
application; 0h Howſe of Iſracl, cannot :1 do with you .+(; 6. 
j- She; ſaith the Lord ?' Cannot I make 452 | 
Veſſclls of honour, or diſhonour 2 cannot I fave 
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4 A German preached at a Fa f beſote | 


| | you; or deſtroy you as L plcaſc.: e Behold , 44 the 
clayax 1xpbe: -Patters luyndyfy ave yen minthand © Houſe 
of I[rael.\ Becauſc: Nebuchadnet3ar would not:cons 
tefle'this'truth; he was driven to {chaol ta-the 
beaſts ofthe field, and he had'the heart of an 
Dan.e.z4, Qxe, till he acknowledg ed; that God dath ws 
35. ever Es in the Army of ff Heaven , and 

inhabitants of the 'earth, and none can ſt ſtay oo Fo or 

fay nnto him, What daft thou ? 
Reaſ. 1, This: ſupremacy. of Gods power, is Cunded 
upon that abſolute Riglitthat God hath over us 
- as he is our: Creatot. For he is Jehovah, that 
gives being to all;and receives being from none; 
Ro.11. 36. Qfi:hins, and ta him, and. thravgh him are all things. 
I: creatures:are. beams from his Sun, drops 
fromHis: Ocean”: Jf 1 ſpeak (faith the Text Tin 
whom all men live, move, and have their being ; I that 
made all things out of vothing , and can as eaſily 
.  turniallthing2imonorbing , If. Lipeak. ; This 
rawer of. 'God over/ Kingdoms: s hath two 

properties.” 

1;It is limited and independent, which appears 
hy-rbree.expreſſions./in-the Text | 1:/'By theſe 
_ | -| wards ftrwbetipftemt which bold Shocked us, 
that-God: can: deſtroy a Nation in aninftant, in 
the very: twinckling' of aneye.: In the morning 
the Sun ſhone; upon Soaome, -but/before night [16 
was deſtroped with fire) and brimftane The old 
_ Wotld: wds drowned (as Zuthen thinks): in the 
_ gime, when al!-things: began.co.biid\and 
offame:The flood Came - MII 
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the Fonourable Flouſe of Commons. F-.. 


ir camo ge repente, according torthewulgartrapfla; 
tioniobthelerwords;,- when they leatt expected 
it. And en the contrary, Ged cn in-anibſtane 
make a Nation happy. The lſraclites' were in 
aninftant brought our of 'Zgypt3 and were inone j£4® 0c 
and the ſame day, of all people moſt miſerableg702" 
and of all people moft happy, as Ca/viz well 'ob- mon. 
ſerveth upon this Text. 2. By theſe words—= 3?" 
I ſhall ſpeak, If God do bur ſpeak to:deftroy aNas wer tarrun 
tion, - it is preſently deftroyed:? /He: fpake>bhis 72% 2-9re 
word,andthe Wotld-was made; and it he ſpeak = rarof® 
the word,the World will retura ro its firſt Prin-** by 
ciples. If- Tbring 4 ſword upon a'land, and ſay, ſword Py 
go through that land,ſothat I cut off moan aud brajt froni(s; remmm 
it. Thoughthefs three wen'were in 3,145 Mive; faith the £77010 
Lord, they ſball deliviev neither ſonsjor daughters; 60 pieinge, 
Ezek, 14. 17,18. Onthe contrary, 'if God do aquces 
but-ſpeak to plant a Nation, it is planted?" for Tg. 
Gods bexedicere, isbenefacere.''a\" This abfolate: 
power of Godis likewiſe deciphered-by three: 
{ynonimicall expreſſions in the Text, To pluck wpy. © 
pull down, and to teſtroy, | Whictrthreewords do: 
1arimate, That God hath an illimited:Preroga- 
tiveover Kingdoms , | and that he car overtwrs, 
rveriarn, overinenuhem, 2s it is ſazd, EXeks 21:27 
Or as Hugo glofteth upon the words, He can plack 
«p\all mercies, pw! Aninaldjuckdaremis;and defley ex. ro nl 
ther; chdr'ts, make an utrerruineof chemy” © 1 © 
7, This power of God, is-univerſall; For the 
words ran'io generall', At what inftant-I ſhalt 
ſpeak concerning Mun :- notthisorithat Na-! 
B 3 t100,, 
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5 A Sernion preached at a Faſt before 
tion, but a Nation indefinitely, There is no King- 
domeexempted from Gods juriſdiction, or that 
hath Letters Patents to priviledge ir. If 1 ſpeak 
concerning Jeruſalem, or concerning England,erc. 
God is the Governour of the whole World, all 
alike to this Heavenly Potter. + 
7ſex. 1f Gods power overKingdomes be fo large, 
and ſo abſolute; let all the World ſtand in awe, 
and not dare to-{in againſt ſuch a mighty and ter- 
1.40, 15. rible God: A God befire whom: all the Nations of 
the World are a5 a drop of a bucket , and as the ſmall 
duſt of the ballance. Andif all Aſia, Africa, Enrope, 
- and America be bur as the drop of a bucket 5 what a 
little drop of that bucket is one man, though ne- 
ver ſagreat?. It all the World be but as the 4u/# 
of the ballance , what a little little particle of this 
lers.xo, 6, duſt is one man 2 Who would net fear thee, oh King of 
7+ Nations? foraſmuch as there i none liketo thee,O Lord; | 
Thwart great, andthy Name 4s great in might Will ye 
not fear me,ſaith the Lora? will ye not tremble at my pre- 
lere« 5.:2+ ſencewhich hath chained up the ſea with fetters of ſand? 
Fc. | Thatamthe God of carthquakes, the God 
of thunder and lighrning ; a God that can caſt 
both body and ſoule into Hell fire. 7ho art thou, 
that thou ſhouldeſt be afraid of a man, that ſhall aye, and 
| of the ſon of man which ſhall bee made as graſſe ? and 
1fa.51.12, forgetteſtthe Lord thy maker, that hath flretched forth 
13 the Heavens, and layd the foundatons of the: earth ? 
Think of this you that are greater in ſin, than in 
_ © greatneſſe, that make no other uſe of your great- 
neſſe,but as of LettersParents to free your ns 
| rom 
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_ the Honourable Houſe of - Commons GH 


from all humane: puniſhments, and = licence 
you to-make your wills your laws, and your lufts 


—_ — — 


yo gods; and to commit not oncly peccats, Text. 


ut menſira, that are /eſimi maximy,.". not Opie. 
mi maxim. The great Jchovah againſt whom-yau 
ſin, is greaterthanthegreateſt; he bindeth Kings 
in-chains, and Nobles in lincks of iron. He hath 


provided Tophet of old; yea, for the. King it i provi- 1930.33. 


ded, - Hell 'was made for great men as: well as 
| poore. Obſerve howtelolutely and emphati? 
cally the' Prophet ſpeaks, yea, for the King it is 
prepared. - Petentes. potemter torquebuntur.  Ingentia 
beneficia,ingentia vitia gngentia ſupplicia. TO whom 
God hath-given great mercies , -if they abound 
with great vices, God will inflit great puniſh- 
ments gponthem.. Think ef this you that tram- 
plethebloud of Chriſt under your fect, by your 
prodigious oathes, and by the contempt of the 
day,worſhip,and ſervants of Ehriſt. . The bloud 
which you contemne is nobler than the nobleſt 
bloud that- runs -in- your veins: It is'the bloud 
ofthe eternall God, 'of rhat God, before whom 
the great,as well as the ſmall, muſt appear atthe 
oreat day of Judgment; in which terrible day 


the Kings of theearth, and the great men, and the rich Reve 6. 
men, vsd the chiefe Captains, and the mighty men will *5: 6: 


hide themſelves in the dens, and in the rocks of the maun- 

tains: And ſayto the mountains and rocks fall on 1s, 

and hide. us from: the face of him-that fateth on the 

Thront, and from the wrath of tht Lamb, ©, The 

that are here cloath'd a {ik and velver,ſhall "y Eo 
x 


ll. 


hy. A. 
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A Sermon preached at a Faſt brfore 
" -orthemountainstocoverther(which yer hall 


be but a poor ſhelter ; Far the: mountains melt at 
 the-preſerce.of the:Lord , ad the :rogks rend, aſunder 
whey heas: angry. :'Fhey rhat made others. to fiye 
away'from them: as' innoctnt Lambs, . from de- 
vauritg Wolves, :ſhallbe afraid of the wrath of 
the Larwb that ſitteth 6n the Throne. Great men muſt; 
'dyeas weltas others, and whenchey.are dead, 
there is no difference between.thedead bones of 
Philipof Macedon,'and other:men, as;Niegenes told ' 
Alexayder. Remember the wofull Catzaſtephe 
of Herod the great, Agrippethe great,'Po 5b 
great:Oh;lerallmen feagta ſin agaiek that:God - 
that removed the jſſyrias Monarchy tothe Per: 
ſian; andthe Perſian to the Grecian, and the Gre- 
 ciante the Rowen.. Thattoicheth:thea mountains 
and they finoak, before whoa tbe Deyils feare 
zad tremb>lc: Oh, let not our hearts be harder 
than the rocks,worſer than Devils.! Qh England, 
feare the God of Heaven and earth 1..,Oh- you 
Houle of Commons, ramble avd {in\v#;, moikin 
the World fig and'tremblenot. Do:yqu:onble, 
and fin not-:; Wearcallin Gods band, as aflyc.in 
the paw'of a roaring/Lion.as the clay 1n the hand 
: Car io.) Of the Porter: Drweprovikethe Lord 38 jealenſre,are 
© 22, W8";ffronger than he'?.: Conſider the advantages 
God hathusat,and our dependencies upont. him, 
and let us not dare to finagainſt bim, 
. A Sanctuary -in- all diftrefſes and:dangets.. Let 
]je2. ye tothis Godof power, wha giverh King- 
doms,and taketh away kingdoims as he plen/athe 
iN C 


The great ſuperintendent... Flyto-bim as tethy 
Ark, thy Pella, thy City of refuge. And in our 
ſt - miſcries lect; us fing cheerfully: rhe: 46. 

Pſalm, as Lather was wont to do. Gods murivefate 
amd firength, a very preſent help iutrouble, 1 will not 
fearethough the earth be moves and though the wonn- 
t4ins be 6 arvied into the midſt efthrfes,che, | ©: 

A divine- projet to decure ia Nation from rſe$. 
ruixe'; to make this great Jehovah 'our. friend ;; 
for if God be: on onr fide we need net (feare 
thoſe that are againſt/us. Dex ven & Omnie-: 
Tranquilies Pons, tr euquillit cewia; And for this 
very porpoſe we arc here mer this:day-in Gods 
'SanRuary, flying to the harns of the Alrar,' to 
beſeceh that God whois the avly Porenrare,” Kine 
of kines,andLord of lords; that on nder. 
full things, that ke'wonld be reconciled ro ns; 
that he would quict the commoerions thar'are in 
Ireland, reduce the Rebels ango-order, ſheath up 
the fword-thar is- there drawn,” and quenelr the 
flames that are there kindled.-:' Tharorhe' Lord 
would knit the hearrofear Sovernign'tohisp 
ple more and more, and of his people 'to him. 
That he weuld-unite both Ro pens 
that they. may Joyw together with one Heart'ss 
one 0 lieve poor! T*c1and, ' arid reforme 
England. CAvbavaſine tells us that Anibeny tie Athanal, 
Monk forght againſt” the 'Divell- with /'thac - nor 
Text, 'Pſalw.68.r.L6t God ariſe.ant'ltt bir imevines «© 
The Divell is more - ahi Tex, —_— 
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A Sernidn preached at a Fa't before 

Other : for he. knows he is Gods greateſt encmy, 
and if God ariſe, .he- muſt necdes be ſcattcred. 
Od, ler us ſer. God an-work:this day, to deſtroy 
the 1mplacable encmics ofhis Church ;; ariſc- oh 
Lords 'and ſcatter the. Iriſh rebells! ariſe oh 
Lord, . and-confound ' Antichriſt, - and build up 

the walls of-Jeruſalem'!' The. Reman in a great - 
diſtrefle were driven to take'the:weapotis onr of 
the Temples. of their Gods, 'and to fight- with 
them,-and fo they overcome. This is our courſe 
this day ,, wee: fight with. the weapons: of the 
:Church,Prayers and Teares:.: The Spartans walls 
were their ſpeates: - Our walls are our prayers, 
our helpe ſtandath inthe Name of the Lord, who 
hath made Heaven: and carth.. Lord ſpeake a word 
and-Jerjcho-ſhall: fall,” be favourable.to. England 
and- ireland; Lord: take -away : our rinne , and 
purely purge our drefſe !. Ogrtruſt is not in our 
bow, nor ſpearc. - Let ns labour to become Gods 
favourites and then we haye all happineſſe concen- 

trediintyowords.,: hf ot 12s non 
Dott,2 = The ſecond DofArenal contluſion. =T | 

. Though God hath this abſolute. power. ove1 
.Kingdomes and Nations. yct be. ſeldome uſeth 
this: power, biitftrſt he-gives, warming. I ſay he 
ſeldome uſfcrh.it:-for I:do-notlay it downe as a 
- .genenall. ruls: Peas wen, allizat ſuas manu! God 
-' may, and doth ſometimes deſtroy at once, and 
.* \giv6;no warning. Thus be.dcale with) rbe-Hea- 
then Ammontes and Idumaans,es Calvin obſerves; 

bur he ſcldome or never ſends any great judge- 

"ma ment 


the Honourable Houſe of Commons.” - 
ment upon his own” people,”/but firſt he ſpeaks | 
before 5 ſtrikes. Eft Yerba then Yerbers, as 
itisinthe Text. A? what inſtant T ſhall ſpeak, ee. 

If that Nation concerning which 1 have pronounced, 

ec. Firſt God pronounceth a judgement before: 

he executetha judgment he lightneth before he 
thundreth ; he hangs out his white Flagof mercy, 


before his red Flag of utter defiance; firſt he ſhoots 
off his warning Pecces, before his murdering Pee. 


—_— 


. C&S» Andihe Reaſons ave, © CIS 
1. That all the World may take notice; that Real. 1. 
all puniſhments and affliftions come. not by 
chance, or" fortune, but from: thetimmediate 
hand of the great God. ' It is- he thar forms the 
« light, andereates darkneſſe ; itishe that makes peace, 
and creates evill, Tthe Lord ab all theſe things, - And 145-7: 
therefore God gives warning\to imprintithis do-. 
rine : That'there is'no evillof puniſhment3 but 
from God, + S TV £ WET! | | 
2. Becauſe God is loath to puniſh;c.Atinater De- Real. 2. 
5, ut non puniat : they that minde miſchicte;. give 
no warning. When! L46/aomimtenided to.mminder 
Amwnn, he ſpake neithergood nor bad unto him, 
2 Sam,13.22. Neither - would: God reveale his 
intentions to deſtroy us; but- only: becauſe he de-: | 
fires not to deftroy us.) I reade:of one:tharcame - 
to murder one of the! Rowan Emperors, -- and by 
ſpeaking theſe words, Hunc tibi pugionem mittit 
Senatus detexit facinus fatuus,& non implevit, Ano- 
ther was ſeen whetting his ſword, -and by that, 
fuſpeed and deteRed. | Bur it is otherwiſe with 
| Wy God, 
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Gad, he gives.many.irems, and ſers many Bea- 
cons on fire before he deftroyes: a Nation. Ag 
Ambroſe obſcrves upon Gen.g9.13, He puts bis 
bowin the Clond ; Non ſazittam, [qd arcam, not his 
Arrow, bur his Bow ; the Bow cannot hurt us, 
but the Bow forewarns us of the Arrow ; and 
the ftring of the Bow is to us-ward, to ſhew how 
unwilling God is ta puniſh : He muſt ficſk turn 
che Bow and-put in the Arrow, before he can. . 
ſhoot. - And as it is, Pſalm.7.12. If you will not 
urn, 1 will whet my ſword, I will bend my Bow, and 
make ready my Arrow. Firſt God whets his ſword. 
before he ſtrikes, and bends his Bow þefore h 
ſhoots, : his Arrow is unprepared, &c. Aad all 
this, 'bccauſe he is a Father of mercics, and 2 
farher you martin to whip' his. child. 7 
me, 14.274." It & your finnes that put'thunder- 
bolts in my hands. As a Weman brings forth 
her childe with pain, and a Bce never ftings, 
but when he is - provoked :- So it is with our 
good God, He never puniſheth, but when there 
is uo remedy, ' 2 Chron. 36.15,16. When 350d 
came to puniſh _Adaw, he came ſlowly, iz the cool 
of the day; but when he commeth to ſhew mercy,he 
comes leaping over the hills, and shipping over the 
weuntains, God was but fix dayes in making the 
whole Werld, and yet as Chryſoſteme well ob- 
ſerves, he was ſeven dayes deſtroying one City, 
the City of Jericho. = wh 2a 
Redf.;, God gives warning for the glorification eo 


his Juſtice. Thar allthofeperſons and nations that 
are deltroyed, may have no Apolegy, no excule, 
but may be ſpecchleſſe ar the grear day ofaccount, 
Ne dicant fibi non praditiam Cave: There isno 
Chriftian nation, ſhall be able to fay, Thar God 
deſtroyedthem,and yertnevergaverhem warning. 
Read the ſecond and third Chapters of the Reve- 
lation; obſerve Chriſts warning to. the ſeven 
Churches. This madethema without excuſe; fore- 
warned, forearmed. 
Tf this be Gods etdibary courſe, Let us admire 7c 1. 
and adorcrhe patience of Ged towards our Pcr- 
ſons in particular, and towards this Nation in ge- 
nerall, in which we live: A Nation not worthy 
to be beloved, A Nation as ripe for deſtruction, . 
as any other Nation. How many Tapers hath 
God fcron fire - How many white Flags of Mer- 
ey hath God huog out 2 How often hath heſhor 
off apo. "v2 to forewarne this Nation, 
thar God would pluck it wp, pullit down, and des 
ftroy it, Tonathan (hot thice Arrowes, not tohurt | 
David, but to help David by cg, fory- of 
$45ls murderous intention againſt him; Bute God 
hath ſhor-nor only three, bur cight Arrowes, to- 
forewarne,and forcerme us. The Lord awaken aue- 
ſccure hearts, to the conſiderationefthefothings : 
God hath ſpoken cight wayes tothis Nation, 
| by all which. he-hath intimated his intention to 
deſtroy us. | 
1. He hath ſpoken unto us- 
his Minifters, that with _ 
3- 


the veice of 
hand lip, have 
fore- 
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Servants, from the: Pulpit, for theſe many yearcs. 
early and late. Now this voice 1s not -to be 
ſlighted; For ſarely the Lord will do nothing, but he 
revealeth his ſecret unto his Servants the Prophets, 
AMIS 3.7. | 
2. He hath ſpoken to 'us by the voice of his 
lefler judgements, For God hath two ſorts of 
judgements, Rods and Scorpions : Feotmen, and 
Horſemen, as it is expreſſed, Terem.r2.4. Andihe 
* deales with a; Nation, as a Phyſitian: with his 
Patient, If a lefler potion will-not worke, the 
Phyſitian will preſcribe a ſtronger. God hath 
ſent many leſſer judgements, The Small-pox, 
unſcaſonable Weather, the. Plague in a mode- 
rate 'way z but thele judgements have beene 
ſlighted and contemned; And lefler judgements 
contemned, are Harbingers to uſher in greater : 
God threatneth, Zevit.2.6. If his people wi 
walk contrary to: him, he will puniſh them ſeven 
times more : and afterwards he addes, That if 
they will not be reformed, he will puniſh them 
yet ſeven times more, and yet ſeven times more. 
Verſ.18.21-24>28. 7, even I, will chaſtiſe yourn 
fury, ſevenltimes more for your fins. As the ancient 
Conſuls of Rome had Rods, and Axes, carried be- 
fore them : Rods as enſignes of their lenity to 
penitent offenders z But Axes as tokens of their 
ſeverity, againſt incorrigible offenders : So 
God bath his Rods, and his Axes, his pany 
Knife, 
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che Honourable Honſeof Commons. 


Knife, and his Axe. If his pruning Knife will not 


_ amend us, his Axe will hew us down; and caſt us. 


bu 
: 


into the fire. | 

3- God hath ſpoken to'us by the death of his 
godly: Servants. For the righteous periſh, and'no 
man layeth it ts heart, and mercifull men are taken 


aw ay one conſidering that the righteous u taken away, 


. fromthetvill wcome, Iſa5 71, 'This Mearbiſalom 
that godly Patriarch 'died;” the very yeere'the 
flood came. And his nameſfignifieth, 4 mwſſencer 
of death; Nis deathidid prefage the flood.” > Thns 
Auftin was taken away by death,> immcdiatcly 
before the- ſacking of ' Hippo where” he lived; 
Paraus before the taking of Heilderberg. Luther 4 
little - before Warres came into Germany; 'as he 
himſelfe did fore-fignifie at his death, Fhus-the 
death of Saint Ambroſe was a fore-tunner' of the 
ruine of 77aly. The many- Reverend: Preachers, 
The Chariots, aud Horſemen of foal, that in'theſe 
few yeares are gone to their graves in peace; are 


as ſo: many” blaaing "Cotnets* to: portend- our. 


ruines! + TOUT 

4. God hath ſpoken to us bythe voice of 
other Proteſtant Nations bey6nd the Seas, that 
have drunk deepe' of the: Cup'of Gods wrath, 
Herodotus tells us , that” in'a certaine Egypt ian 
Terpple, there was a Statue built for Sennarherib, 
(thiswas he that beſieged 7ernſalem,” and blaſphe- 
medrhe Gadof 1#el,:and-was afterwards flaine 
by his ſonves and upen. this Statue was thigIn- 
Fription'; Ebiwtiegwe, lnflyire, — 
learn 


. 
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Faſt before 
learn to be righteous, MethinksT heare Rochell, Bo- 
bemis, the Pelatinate, and other parts of Germany, 
ſaying : Oh England look upon us, and learn; ro 
be righteous, Gad will not alwayes make-you 

| like Goſhen, when we are plagucd as Zgyp1- make 
you like Nob in the Ark, when 'we are drowned 
with a flood of miſcries : taake you like Gideons 
dry Fleece, when we are. like his\ wer Fleece, 
bedewed with forrow- and lamentation. You 
muſt nat | look 'nlwayes to drink ſo deep of the - 
Cup of proſperity, when we have drunk 'fo deep 
of the Cup af advecriity. ; Gad: hath made. us 
examples to you 3 bur if you- amend. not, God 
will make you your felves 'the next examples. 
Iris amoſterue ſaying: Legimms ps we ipf 
famus hiſterie, If you will not. learne righte- | 
ouſheſſe ' by our Hiſtory God will: make 
you the next Hiſtory. Doſcite jaſtitian muniti or 
wow temmere Dives, This is aloud and powerfull 
VOYCe. 
_  $.. God ſpeaks naw more necrly: unto: us, by 
the bloudy rebellion that is in 7reland, - The 
eto ents won _ is pos pat _ 
or 4 WtOle Yeer 8 over » Mt 
likenefſe of a fiery flaming ſword, This ſword 
is Gods warning peece:to Ergland : .It is like 
 Tambeleves red Flag, threatning ruite, and de- 
ſalation; to vs ; - For it is an old- ſaying, He th# 
wauld Eoglend win, whft withIndand firf begin. A 
Serpent, the-nectcr it is, the mare-dapgerous 
- be. The ſwasd is now come vey 'necre us: _ 
Z E 
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me, than theſe © aant et 
] had almeft faid ek ras bed ine, 


% 
fions! . ; . 0 
p Y % 
+ 'S 
, y qo . 
” d< 


ve en gr re EO REI He 2 


—JGanoneachative But boon 


fianss theſt arraschicke blackecloudst threatning 
agreat ſhower ofdeſalation. .- 
7+ God ſpeakes uhto-us by the grear Semin. and 
delay of therefarmation-of theChurch; Totthe 
Childe of reformation iscome tothe birth 3; but 
there wants ſtrength to. bring it forth; This is/a 
ligne, That thereare fowegreatobſiruftionginthe. 
PA agg! hiadevehebinhbofchi eckitader 
Childe,2 Aged: it ſarewdly; preſa Agiif 
od. had beguane tarepent ofthe good,. 'tharhce 
hath. -begua to.doe for us 3 And: chit. ie- will-be 
with us, as it was with Tamar, inthetingeof hex 
vell, 'G "= ay» vr ae verrber 
 qutiof the Wpmbe, buciafterwards drew it 
1n;agaige, and.P we came outin Risftead- So 
It. gives, us cauſe.to Farc, leaſt: ahilde of 


Me 8 d:g9e :49to the; W ane; 
- a” — bY W2gemrnt £ome: ford in: his 


; God hath: f nokenr tO Us by. the voice: a one. 
owne,canſciences, \\Lber6jisg0.mantherdivesit 


»»buthis. ERce; hathi often 
a0 Ts. didy «Will Mat ahes fine being 


 litterneſſe in #hs. latter end ?\And as Rewben'to his 
OR brev, ,Pid7 norrelyon of thisaforthand:  Fhat 
6 -yenrto hells;; There'isia 

Lge whe: { bath, ſet. up- Al;our ſbules, - 
a.Beacon, :ſet on fire, to-give notice 
* Cots, [rath, and Df AAPRSARCS: > 'This-light-is 
Tertul. 4- Conſcieny ©, Which, Fertallien calls calls, prejudicinmw 
poleg. jo __ S 5 IS. Tons Þ olome Preacher ; >. oy 


En 


- Fn ach -. +. we Ea » 
' % a 


—_— 


when this i is  filencedirgortendsnothing;bue meer | 
ruine and deſolation, .- 

 Andchus youſes bow roanyaaice;Gaddbahg | 
ven wining to this Kingdoms, «A DNS. 3% r £1467 

Naw: I beſcech your {ct #hel 
gcodneſſe 8fG 0d, drive 610 repentance, | 
uſe the Apoſtle Pau! makes, Rows 244 s: ge 
the.more "fo. bc laid: tocheat » becauſe.thar Saint. 
Peter pickes' out this cxheftation from-our of all. 
the Epiſtles of Pawl, -as-one of the choiſcſ,. and. 
urgcth it upon thoſe, to-whombe wrote, as you, 
may read, 3 Þ 643.15» And acconntthe lang 
of Fs Lord, is ſalvation; even as our beloved Brother 
Paul alſo hath written ante you... Now. I conceive, 
this is no where written, but inthe place fore- 
mentioned, - Let not that:which:is:;qur./ ol 
(as Feter- ſaith) Become 'olyy-damnation.. + 
follow the example of Noah; Heb. 11.7. Noah by 
faith being warned of Ged, of things net ſeen as yet, 
moved with fear: preparetlan Abs! 104heſoving ww 
houſe, &c. Noah had; hur.onc. warning,-and chat 
of a judgements which had no' print in/ nature ; 
But wee have bad cight kindes of warnings, and 
on are. wavy prints. and: foot. ſteps. of Gods 

udgementsamongſtus. O lee nl! rh ;thoſe 
Voices of God -and' let faich worke {care,' and 
feare, warke:care to-prepare.an;Arkey.bheforethy 
Floud comes. Letus be amended by Gods ,war- 
DiNþ-Pergcss: Nor HSI ir by: ves 
ridg- —_— 20s. | 6s 31519 
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Motives - Thetearetwo Morivesto quicken us tothe ob I 


c_ ofthis exhortation. EO 
I © Golds 'warnmgi ave in'Gods keying. | No min 
hath a locke and key'vf Gods »: 5. Hee is 
Long: ſuffering; but not alwates ſuffering, and how 
lon - Aa l _ io = rar omerimes. 
a 1s warning'ot a people 220.-yeers,. as he 
was the'old wottd. : Sothericaes bi 40. yeeres, 
25 he dealt With the Jews, before thedeftruti-. 
oft of Iersſalem, - Sometimes but 40. dayes, as 
in Njnive's cafe. Sotnctitacs but one night as in 
Doys cite; who bad waining:of the burning. of 
Sodom,” but the niphebefores', Weinthis\'Nation 
have trad many ycers warning. -I feare me, the 
Taper isalmoſt burat our : That the Sun of our 


pony ho ready to-ſet. / And that the houre- 
 Slafſe of owe happincfivis almoſt runour, This 
is our laſt _— Miftake menot-z. I doe not 


prophccy what God will do ; bur whar wee de- 
ferve Got ſhotld- doe,” and what wee may juſtly 
tpect he will dor,-and what wee ought to. pro» 
vide; if hee ſhould doe. Ler us amend now, or 
never ; before the day of Mercy be paſt, be- 
forerthe draw-Bridge be taken up. It may be coo 

hard the tieveyery, 5 0-1 3nomnentrnt 
The warnings of God, when they are flightcd, 
they will zecefſtate and argravare-our condem- 

nation, = | 

1, They will z#«e/ſdatt our" rodenenation. For 
there ke: Ae degrees of Gods wrath: His 
threatning wrath, his puniſhing wrath, and his 
Cone 


wa _ = pions. of 
condemning Wrath, And thisis Gods Methode 


Firſt, He threatneth, before he puniffierh : "And 


if his chremning 


X anger reformeus, wee ſhall-never 
feele his' puniſhing 4inger' 3 bur if his cthreardings 
prevaile not, wee ſhall certainly feete hispunifh. 
ng anger. And if neither threats, nor pt- 
niſhments prevaile, nothing remains but his con- 
demnivg Wrath. $S# neu andies voctin miſericordia; 
ſemtits worew jadicy. 55nen audies priviam thbim ſew. 3'72rd- 

' tiesmltiman, Sino andies Deans minamtem, ſantics 

punientem es condemnantem, What deſtroyed the 

old World , bur becauſe>they® did 'not regard 

Nox: wiarning's"- Whit deſtroyed Z#i5"fonttes 

in'Law, | but becauſe thiey- mocked at 2495. war- 


2/1 They will aggravae- out cohdemnation-: 
For as 4ehilde'in the Mothers womb; the loti-. 
ger ir'is inthe wombe, bEfert it tomes forth, 
the bigorr the childe will be; aud the more pain. 

it - will: pur the/ Mother unto. -'So the longer 
Gedikeeps'tn his wrath, and” is patient roward = 
a Nmion, the bigger" the? childe.of wrath will: -. 
be; whien-it comes forth ,* and the'gteater will 
| be oor (miſery and affliction, This Metaphor 
God himfelfe vfeth, nga 4. - Theves long 


Thong 
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will be, when hee firikes.” Patience is the pro- ,: *... 
$t7 D3 per 


he is before hee fits," 
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per;purchaſedf the bloud'of Chriſt. . There was 
Bernard, no-paticenceaunder the firſt Covenant. : Deus 108 
Scrmon. de oxpetfabat Angeles, non expectehat Agar, God 
7% didnatwaitforthe Angels, nor-for:c#de ; but 
28 iſoone as&ver they. had finried,, Hee throwsthe 

one out of.Paradiſe, the-other into Hell. Bur 

for usſinfull ſans of .{Ydam, God for Chrifts ſake 
tartieth, and waxeth our converſion. Oh, let: us 

+ not ſinncagainſtthe mericof Chriſts bloud!-Read 

the 50. Pſ4..21,.22.,. Theſe thiazs thou haſt done_ 

and kept filence, thou thowghte#t that I was altezether 

ſach a one as thyſelfe £ ,but I will reprovetheriand [et 

them in order 5h thineeyes; 7 Nom. conſider theegye 

that forget God; leſt I tear you'in pecees,and there be. 

none to deliver. Letus not ftopourcars from hea» 
ringtheſe.2ight Voices, leſt God turne bis words 

into blows, 2nd ſtop. his cares-from. hearing -oar 

voices jn--0ur -Extiemiies,” , There are: two des 

Ran”. 1, grees of mercy.in;God, Miſericordiaparva, & mis 
rriplic mi- ſericordia magna, His little MEtCy,;And bis, great 
ſeric. & mEICy+ 3Fgr God to, watt iour-convenſion,: and: to 
era. fore-warne us of eyiHto come, this;'is .a-tnercy, 
and a great mercy._init ſelfeconſidexed.. Bur it-is 

but a little-in-cempatiſon of the ſecond mercy, 
which..is'the great. mercy, .: And that:iss| whe 
God-gives:psgrccto makea holy yſe af-his paci- 

ence, to make his. paticnice our ſalvation,. andtobe 

led #0. repentance by it, The Lordbeſtowghisgreat 

mercy upon us I. win co aff PV aJ Red) 

. Tis thixd Do@rivall epnelufame) - 1c 3:15 39 bi 97 

De#.3, That Nationall turning. from! cvill, —_ 
| | 's yer 
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yert Natioriall judgemems,' and 'procure- Natio- 
nall blefſi gs. So-faith the Texr:1f that Nation 
turne from t) cirevill, then. will Frepent;. andnor 
ſo, but verſe. wilt emle; andylant it;& cc: The 
Dedtrinc is 'a' merciful *qualification of ' Gods 
_ abſolate power, 'he is-ſo-farre from bom he 
thathe iudents and covenants witty every:Nation 
If theyiroptht; I'will repent "Now vitiereas Gods. 
here ſaidts repen}, it is' ſpokin 53%; wmwmd5;; buriit 
muſt deunderftood owners; CM not as man,that 
| petit, bþoeauſe hee 
doth tharwhich men doe whenthey repettic?-wit 
repent; Thatis;'F will trine/iny judgementsima Pex not 
mercies. Goddoth ſometimes will 4 chavge, but [1 nun 
he never changeth his will, God from all eternity: quan mu- 
decreed to be ſerved inthe. old Teftiment withy 74 0'n 
types/arid figures; 'and inthe New-Teftament,itt aquin:s. 
fpirirand'truth. Herewas a%11/ of achange; but no: Pew _— 
change in Golls will; * When God'is ſaid rorepent;; Liu en | 
the chaygeis inus,/notin God. ' ASwhen the Suk. rentian, 
ſolttieth the waxy and hartiethelicclay ;/bereig 41/2 nan 
different aQ ofthe Sunne'; butthe'change arifeth: 72 wecre- 
from the different objcR, ' not from'the. Sunne. !uw,Greg. 
So God from: all hear 0 to puniſhthe- 
impeniren?, -and to: bleſſe the, 'penitent;/ And: 
when a Nation-by : Gods: Almigtity 'grace /be- 
comes penitent, '*Godrurnes hispuniſhmenes into 
G cffings z but the change is-in the Nation,-not. in: 

And now give ime [cave to ſpeake my minde'(eiZcy 
kcely 3 } am not:come hither this day to feaft 7% ir, 


Ns. 
your © 


he ſheald repent Heeis'faid to re 
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.your cares, but to wound. your hearts; . you muſt 
nat expe rs fine phraſes. - Now Hcet is 
nee Wiſer) adifert oſes\ This :isca Gays, 208 for 
bumane,but divineeloquencte. Nay loguer aiſerre 
fed fartia, Aday wherein we are to cry-mightilty 
_ unto God, to knock aloud at Heaven: gates. and 

to. cxtore mercy; from Gods hands; -by; «holy 
and ;arceptable wiglence«: ;And-fpr: WF: paR} { 
know not any Doctrine) more ſutable.to: worke 
upon your hearts andaffeQions, then this plaine 
cofclufion; That there is. no-ather: way 'to. prox 
cure bleſſings from: Gd, or to trac away. judge: 
ments from the: Land, ut! by turning from-agne 
unto. Gad.. . The wrath -and 1ments. which 
Fnne hath twiſted; Repenrance. will uaewiſt, Singe 
 ' 8-as athicke Cloud, - ſtopping the. $un-ſhine, of 
| Gods merty 3 but if werurnetrom ſinpe; this will 
meltthecloud, and cauſe theSonne of Righreouſ- 
neffetoſhincupan us. Sinav, it is aa Nivellinghe 
. 1 Aire, to hinderour prayers fromaſcending z-.bye 
if we tune from finne ahiswill charme the Div 
and make Satan like lightning fall downe from 
Heaven.  Sinne is like ſo many: great: perces.of 
monintaines,: ready to-ſhaete: downe Citics.and, 
Kingdomes : 'Butif we turno from fione;thiswill 
take away:;the force of theſe Cannons,and make 
them as wy 0a Sinne is a wall of ſeparation. 
betweene Godandus: Toturne from finne, will 
'breake downe this walls Sinne:is rhe great magke- 
bate berweene God; and: man: —_——— 
ar 
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ParKament unhappily : Sinne; puts variance be 
tweenea King and his Subjeas. Sinne deſtroyed 
Rochel and the Palatinate ; it brought the ſword 
mto Ireland,and will bring itinto England, unleffe 
we turne away from all our evill doings. Toturne 
from finne;is a key to unlockall the cheſts of Gods 


mercics, It is Clavs viſcerum Dei, A prefſerva- 


tive agairiſt all miſery. Oh the divine 'Rheto. 
rique,* and omniporent cfhcacie of Repemance ! 
"This is that Raine- bow, which if God ſeethſhi- 
ning in our hearts; he will 'never drowne our 
ſoules. - Thar ſtarre which will bring us to'Chrift. 
A a nprges hapty = our S414 aFhord to flye un. 
to; It is Tex es Gods hands, 


#iſcricordia: it ty , 
2nd charmes his wrath. There is to thunder-bolt 
ſo great, 
pcrtance will aboliſh it. - This 46gail, will cafily. 
appeaſe our Heavenly David; though hee march 
never ſo furiouſly, Repentance is ſo acceptable 
to God, that he rewarded £4hab for his hypocri- 
ticall repentance, - that, others by His example 
might be provoked to turne twely to God, who 
knew rot his repentance to be kypocriticall. I 
have herea large field of matter, for a yeare, ta- 
ther than adsy > But as a little Boat may land a 
man into a large Continent 3: fo a few wordsmiy 
ſuggeſt matter ſufficient to a judicious care, for a 
. Whole lives meditation. I ſhall not ſpend time 
in unfolding the 'nawre of this duty of turning 
from finrie z or in ſhewing the-reaſoris why this 
turning js 10 potent to + judpements', 'afd 
, pro* 
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"26 A Sermon preached at a Fat before 
procure mercies (this is the worke of: every 
UORES: Sermon.) I will oncly make one Uſe of exhor- 
unto two tation ( for it needes application, more then ex- 
Duties: plication, ) | 
' To btfeech you to turne the doctrine into pra- 
ice, and to expreſle the ſincerity of your Re- 
pentance, by two duttes, which are as the two 
poles, upon which. our turning'from finne: doth 
move, By humiliacion! and reformation 5 Humi- 
liation-for finnes paſt, Reformation for the time 
to come: Humiliation - without Reformation, is. a 
foundation without: a twiding : Reſdrmation without 
Humiliation, proves.ofien a building; without afoun- 
datiow, Both of them-togerher, comprehend the 
Bſlencialls. of this great daty, which is the very 
quinteſtence of PraRicall Divinity: 
1,ToHu- 17, Eet usturne unto God by humiliation, for 
miliani9"* Gnnes paſt. This day. is aday of humiliation. A 
| Sabbath of weeping and mourning : Wherein 
 weſhould waſh the feere of Chriſt with our teares, 
whergin. we ſhould weepe biterly,. before the 
Lord;. powre forth our hearts like water, and 
ftrive who ſhould pur moſt teares into Gods bot- 
tle. I beſecch you, let us. turne unto God with 
true penitent teares, . drawne fronrthe. Well of a 
=p heart, fetchrout with the bucket of Gods 
QVC. | 
Let us ſanRifie a faſt, and affliQ-our ſoules be- 
fore the Lord,: that this day may become a day 
of atzonement... And becauſe the:Well is deepe;. 
and our hearts, are. very. hard, and ſeine, it: may 


bo,, 


= 9-1 —_ ____@ﬆ— 
tbe Honourable Houſe of Commans. \g> 

be, want buckets to draw watcr withall ; Give Sera 
mee leave to offer unto you ſeven buckets , + comp 
which will ſerve, as ſeven helpes to humilia- the water 
tion, | of rears 

1. Let every man conſider his owne fins, which 
hee himſelfe is guilty of. Have wee not broken 
the holy, and righteous Commandements of 
God a thouſand times, and ſhall not this break 
our hearts? Have wee not broken our vowes and 
covenants which wee have often made with 
God, and will not the meditation: of this break 
our hearts 2 God in Scripture is ſaid to have = "35g 
a bagge and: a bottle. Abaggeto putour finsin, ** ** 
and a bottle ro pur our tearcs jn. Have wee not 
filled Gods bag with our finnes, and ſhall weenot 
now fi!l Gods bottle with our teares  Doth it "A 
not grieve us, that wee have ſo often grieved che * 450" 
Holy Spirit of God ? Are we not heavy laden with 
thoſe ſinnes , with which G&d himſelf & preſſed am... :;. 
4s 4 Cart with ſkeawver? Is not God himſelt broker 
' with our whoriſh hearts, and will notthis break our E**%.6.9. 
hard hearts 2 Have wee not had yeares of finninge 
Oh let us have one Day of mourning ! Have we 
not trampled the bloud of Chriſt under our 
feete, and ſhall not the bloud of this Scape- 
goate melt our adamantine hearts ? It 1s an ex- 
cellent ſaying, That in all the ſins we commit ,we_, Six Rea- 
muſt not ſo much conſider the ſin that is committed, as aro { 
the God againſt whom it is committed. And this will great for- 
provoke us togreat Humiliation forlittle fins, as 797 tor 
well as great fins. For _ isno finne ſimply 4 T 
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tle. There isno little God to Gone againſt. TT 


leſt minimum ſpiritaale,theleaſtoffence is commir- 
red againſt an infinite God ; and therefore de- 
ſerves infinite puniſhment. There was no little 
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price paid for little fins ; the leaſt finae coſt the- 
ſhedding of - the bloud of the cternall God.. 


There 1s no linle diſobedience in a little finne. 


For as thete is the ſame: rotundity in, a little 


round Ball, as in a. great one: So there is the 
ſame diſobedience againſt God, in a little ſinne, 


as well as in agreatone. Todiſ-obcy God in a. 


lnde, is. no little diebedience. There isno lit- 


tle onthatkfulneſſe in-a little lin. For the leſſer 
the thing is, in which wee offend God, thegrea-. 


cer is the unthankfulneſſe, that we will fin againſt 
God, for: ſo little a matter. There is no lictle 


pollntion and defilement, in a little fin, A little. 
puddle may dirty a man, as well xs a greatone. 


A little Bodkin may. wound a Ce/ar.to. death. 


There is no little puniſhment, for ligle fins; For 
the waees of ſin is death. The wages of fa. as fin, 


and therefore of every fin, 4-quateuus ad ome 
valet conſequentia; Non e# diitingurndum ubilex no 
diſtinguit, And therefore let us I beſecch you, 


mourne with a great Jamentation, for-our little 


oxths, our idle words, our omiffions of : 


<ditics, and defects in 200d duties, 8c. Can 


we mourne for rhe lolie of onr eſtates, for the 


death of our Children » And ſhall we not 'mourac. 
that we have loſt God, and thepeace of 'a good 


conſcience by our 'fins ; and that our hear arc 


{0 , 


the Honokrable Houſe of Commons. 

ſo dead and dull ro goodnefie 2s Can weecry for 
the ſtone in the bladder, and ror for a ſtony 
heart 2 The ſtone in the bladder can but kill 
the body ; but a-ſftony hearr will. caſt body and 
ſoule into Hell Werpe-tor thoſe diſcaſces thar 
will deſtroy ſoule and body forever. Wee have 
beene often in'the valley of Hinnen, ſacrificing. 
our ſonres and davghters. unto Divels, by their 
wicked cducations; ;--improoving: our parts and 
mercics,.to the {ervice of the Davell. Obs. lee 
us this day deſcend inte the Valley bf Bacah,and 
ler vs. make this Church a - Bochimny . a place of 
weeping, Ne have many Church-itps, Serazan- 
fins, Sacrament-fins. Letus have GChurch-tears for 
our Church-f1ns, | {58076 : 

A ſecond help to humiliation, -is the canfide- py,þ 2. 
ration ofthe finnes of the Nation wherin we live. 
This Kingdome is an Iflaad incompaſſed .with 
three 9ceans; not onely with 30 ces of water, 
but alſo with an Ocean of mercies ' (no Nation 
more exalted in mercics) and I mayas truly adde 
wich 8n-0ccan-of fiants..” And-that which makes 
our finnes the greater, is becauſe ourmercies haye 

|  beeneſogreat, We havefinned under mercies; 
| : We have provoked Gods w obe Sea, even thered 
Sea. This way 2 great aggravation gf the .frae- OP 
lites fin, -and ſo & is of aurs. Wee have ſinned - 
not onely under mcrcics, but with our mercies, 
. wee have made a-golden Calfe, wich the jewels 
of mercies which God hath beſtowed-upon- us. 


We have taken the Members of Chriſt;and have 
E 3 made 
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A'Sermon þreached at a Faſt before 
made them the members of a Harlot. What fin 
is there under the cope of. Heaven, whereof 
any Nation is guilty, which we have not ingroſ- 
{ed to our ſelves? Let us weepe for the beaſt! 
drunkenneſſe of this Nation : But why do [call 
it beaſtly? for generally beaſts are ſober : It de- 
 ſervesa nameinferiourto beaſts, for ſoir makes a 
4»þ.Epit man for the time. «Auſtin ſaith, thatin his days 
= drunkennefle was growne'to that heigth, as that 
there was no remedy againſt it, but by: calling 
of a Synod. And in our dayes it is growne to 
that Gyant-like bigneſle, as that there is no hope 
of redreſſe, but in the Parliament. Wae to this 
Land becauſe of this finne; this is that which will 
make us unableto ſtand before our enemies, and 
. ©. ro ſtagger likeadrunken man, For this fin God 
gives # Landover tothe ſpirit of giddinefle. Letus 
weepe for the blaſphemous ſwearing thar is inthe 
Nation, wherein (if in any thing) there is a 
pride taken inoffending God, forother benefit of 
1t I know none. . 1 
For this ſinne the land 'mourneth, 'and let us 
mourne. Weepe forthe adultery and fornication, 
which as an Epidemicall diſeafe hath over- 
ſpread the Nation. Whoremongers, and Adultercrs 
God will judge. If man will not, God will. He 
that divorceth himſclfe from his wife, and joyns 
himſelfe to a harlot, God will divorce himſelf 
from ſuch a man, and divorce his mercies and 
 bleflings from him. VVeepefor the covetouſnes 
of the Nation. - This finne is the root of all cvill : 


and 
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and forthis-ſinne God will root out a'Nation, 'He 
that is ſwallowed up with eatth, ( as Corah, and 
his company”): his cares ſtopped with carth,- his 
heart ſtuffed with. earth, God will give him 
earth enough when he dyes; and they that love 
earth ſo immoderately, are likely tq have lntle 
enough of Heaven. Weepe-for the oppreſon, 
Extortion, | Bribery,. Lying,: -Griping,. Ulury, 
Couſenage and Deceit in tradiog-. Thele, ſinnes 
will cauſe a fourth ocean to encompaſte this]. 
land, and thatisan oceanof miſery, Let. us ſhed 
teares for the innocent blood that-is-ſked-jm: the 
Land; (for the divelliſh pride that. (is: amongſt 
us : Pride of heart, - pride of apparcll, in fol- 
lowing the faſhions of every Nation almoft, 
How juſtly may wee expeR, ;that- God,,ſhould 
make' us {laves ro that Naion,. whoſe faſhions 
we ſocagerly follow © Mourne forthe great pro- 
phanatian of our Chriſtian, Sabbath-day # how 
can we expect that God ſhould give us-rceſt in 
this. Land, if we. will pot give hjm-a Sabbath, a 
day of reſt 2 Oh, let our eyesguſh downe with 
rivers of teares! Oh that our heads were fountaines 
of teares-for the Idolatry (that, Land-devouring 
ſione of Idolatry): forthe: ſuperſtition, . the Api 
ſaſie,; the. contempt. of rhe Goſpel;; and: oft IC 
Miniſters,'*and Miniftery of it that raignes amongſt 
us ! It is time for God to depriye us of Manna, 
when; we begin' ro be, weary of;it; the time may, 
come -we-may: have Sermons.,few.cnough; 5 
negle& them ſoa much as ſome. doe. The bis 
| cflors 
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A fourth helpe ro hittilliation, is the.confide- 
upon 


4* ration ofthe miſeries that are like to'come 


feſſors that fled for their Religion in Queene As. 

ries daies, acknowledged {as Yrfinms relates) that 
har-great inundation of miſery came juſtly up. 
on them, for the negle of, and unprofitable. 
nefſe under the Goſpe), which they hadenjoyed 
in King Edwards dayes. And if they were fo fe. - 
werely puniſhed for a few yearcs contempt of the 
Goſpel ; *what a ſuperlative” degree of puniſh- 
ment doe we deſerye, that have had the Goſpel 
of Peace, and the peace of the Goſpel, for ab 


moſt an hundred yeares, and'yet are ſounlike the 


Goſpel-in our converſations'? The time would. 
faile, if I ſhould make a catalogue of our Nartio- 
mall finnes. Oh, kt us be ene of the mourners 
in Sion, for the abhominartions of the Land ; that 
fo we'may-be mark'e out for ſafery,” And letus 
take this rale ts perſwade us.' Theſe ſinnes which we 
#zow others to commit, and yet mourne not for theres, 
theſe ſins become our owne ſins: And therforc we may 
well pray with Auſtize, Lord acliver me fromother 
mens Fame , Which for want of mourning and grieving 


for,T bave made muneowne.” 


A third bucket to' draw -the water of teares 
withall; is the- conſideration of the great brea- 
ches that are in Church and State, We are di 
vided in minutale fraſtwis (as CAuftine of the Dd- 
patiffs.) L.etthefe breaches break our hearts, Let 
theſcrents tend our hard hearts. Forthe diviſion 
of Euzlan#let us bave great thoughts of heart. 
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vs as the watſull. conſequent of :Hieſe: bredthys; 
— © CaINe Ncere- Fe- 
r#/elem, and beheld the Gone of ity, and the defota-. 
tion that was impendent over it, he 'wepr,” ſay- 


As our-Saviour 'Chriſts/ when 


ing ; 0h that they hadſt kuown, even thou, at liaft Luk. ry. 


in this thy dey, the things which belong nav thy pete 41,42. 
Ter us 


 'but new they are hid from thine eyes, &c, Solet us 
cont the 119s of England, and. the defttt- 
Rion which wee may juſtly expeQasthe frate of 
our finnes; andict us weepe over Exglend, and [uy, 
Oh England, England, thatkilleft the Prophets, 
and ftoneſt them, that are-ſent unto thee 4 Oh 
that thou hadſt knowne, eventhou, atleaſt in this 
thy days the things which'belong to thy peace. 


It is reported of Xerxes, that having prepared 747i. 


g0e0Qg. MEN to padre Tr fore and be. 
holdidg, fo-great a miltituge:of 'Souldicts 4 hee 
out of tho colſiderationthat tot 


fell 4 weep | 
'one of them remaine' alive, within the 


ſpace of dn hundred years. ' Much mere-onght 


of pcopte thet are in. Zng/end;'ahd the dublance 
of fia-perperrared among us 5 and what halt be- 
come hot oily! of our bodies within tHhefe few 
years; bat-whar ſhall become of our fouls x6 'afl 
ttermity. 59" OY. -4 oy "2+ y #YLfLT | - $7.3 26% he 
_ A fifth Bucket is the contem plac þ oor 
which isri6wbecomea Outewha, a place of 
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Ati 
help to hut. 


niens fculs, 2nd 2n Aceldews, 2 field 'of bloud, non: 


. Some Nations arc chitiſed withthefword;O. 
iliers wirh famine, Others with the thd-Geſty6y- 


F ing 


w ©W A Sermon preached at a Baſb befor: 


pager. But poore Germany hatch been ſorely 
whipped with) all theſe three iron whips at the 
{ame time, and that for above twenty yeares 
ſpace. . Oh, letns make uſe 'of this Bucker, and 
| draw out water,. and” poure it out: before the 
' > Lord thisday; let us ſend up our cricst0 Heaven 
for Germany .lt is aſigne that weare not true mem- 
 bersofthe body of Chriſt, becauſe we have ris 
more fellow-feeling:of the! miſeries'of rhe ſame 
body. A dead-member hath no ſenſe of itsown mi- 
ſexy,or of the bodies diſtemper. * If wee be livirig 
members, we wilkſtmpathize with the. calamities 
of Gods people. 1 > 7 2 5 orient 
.-A fxth helpe to[Homilntion,-.is the. confide: 
© ration of the Cleedidp condition; of ' Ireland, 11 
need. not-relate (you Have great reaſon to know 
it, berter-than-my ſelfe) : the rinkumane, >barba- 
rus »; Canniballiftical,: and; ſuper: fapertative- 
out-rages,: butcheries, 'and | maſſacres that 'are 
there.committed' by .thoſe blaudy Rebels. -Oh, 
let us fend up one teare this days: as"an,OQratorte 
the: Thrope:of Grace, to''plead: for! nicrcy! for 
poore. /rcland 1. This is one chicfe cauſe of this 
generall Faſt, to-pray.and:weep for:trelavd; Help 
it ( Right Honourable). Oh,! helpe 1-7 vyath your 
Prayers and Tears. Tears have voices as'wyell 
| thow haſt hear@the voiceaf my: weeping: Where note, 
--- weeping, hath'a voices And as muficke upon the 
weters ſounds farther, ;and >more harmoniouſly 
than vpon the: Land-:- $d Praycrs: joyned Lea | 
InS | ' EAIS,. 
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Tears, cry louder iniGods carcs,: atid:make {wee-: 
ter muſicke then when reares:arc abſcnt;: When: :+ - 
Antipater had' written a laigefecter againſti;gleax-*'oterc. in: 
andersMotherunto <Alexander, the King anſwe-1 _1texand. 
red_him'+ Doſt'thou'nor know thari one.teare- 

from my Mother,” willwaſh-away all her faults? 
Soiris-with God ; Aipenirentieares arundent-: 

able Embaſtador.. Ar objetlook'ciupon when 
ir is'inthe water, ſeemes biggerthan: when-ir' is 
out 'of the water; Lerus looke npor1relavide main 
ſcry through the water (of ior teares/ and>this © i;-+ 
will-repretear it) invits duc: proportiats. 1:Lierus *& fs 
weepez becauſe: wecangot  leteur hearts 
weepe, beeauſe -oureyes cannot weep,” To move 
. your hearts a little more, ſuffer mee co propound 
three examples. © 1. 'The'example ofuAtrahem 
who. was 'ſo' zealous: for <horpapferaeiny of 864 
deme, that by an /hamble impertunity he brovght 
God down'totheſeterms,: thatif there had becne 
ten 'Wheat-cars: in Sezowe, all the Tarcs:ſhould 
have beenſpared fortheſe-tenmens lake; And 
when God'was gone/from Abraham; tic-conti- 
nued ſo folicitous: for.the: good. of. Sodom ; that 
yr oyos ovine. ns Lo : PP” 
I aracfure the Scripemne/Laith;;.He getenprdriydih Gen.ry: | 
themornize tobe plactwhere be: fles jr the Lord; 371% 
and belickedtow ard Sedemaoiſce what was become 
of his Praycrs-: If. Abraham. did. thus nauch for 
Sedeme; for: wicked: Sadeimez\ ought.not yourta 
be.nweh mote zealoisforthe. Proceſtaritsindrer 
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laxd, who: profcile the - ſame: faith, and lare un 
| 2 
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der the ſame Goverameat with us in Encland ?- 
Neb.1.34.2.. Let rac offer the example of Neberyah, who: 
** © though:for his owhe particular he was in great- 

- proſperity, and- in. great favour- at: the Court; 

yet when he licard ofthe afflition and miſcry of 

the people of: God. ax ſerwfalem, hee fate downe 
and-wepts and mourned, and faſted, and never - 
dcfiſted;/ ll hee had-obtamed Jeaveito got and. 

pound the example of Hicoeme,” who wes writing 
. Propmiun a Commentary upon! Fathiel z but when hee - 
Eck heard of the bofieging of Bw (4 place wherein | 
_**” brhad formerly lived and of the dexthiof many | 
godly people, he was ſe aſtoniſhed and amn1zed - 
z3the newes, that fox many nights and dayes bee 

could thinke of nothing. ' Et.71 caftimitale Sams. 

_ dlarins ſe efſataptrummpmebat,. He thought him- 
i $2.4.19. iſe raken caprive ,' amodght 'thoſe./ that were | 
__ ©  taken-captive. | I might addethe ftary of Phinees . 
wife, burt forbcare. Lettheſe cxamples be your - 
inftrutiogand enconragement. Mealumks Ihearc 
avoice in ivlaud_liketbe voicethatwas berrdin 

Ras, Lamentation and wepivf end great monnimg, 
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Met. 2.18, aver Loy and want dorot be.com- . 


Kroger arr ar OR Pr LAY 
ofrheirwindows, and < yi cut.28 tho Mother - 
8, Of Siſera,f#hy i  chavies' f6 Jong in: cermeniner why - 
5:25. 1.979 the wheels 'of his Chariot 2 Why.is aide 
thinks 1 fee the very flames of this great Gre that 


the e Honenr able Houſe of Commuans. ”"Y 


is kindled | in ireland. ' Oh, Jet this fire melt our 


hard hearts into pitty and compaſſion! doubt nor 
bur this Backe Wiley out a greadeal of watcr 


es og 
Thee) is one Bucket ae a 'the laſt, but not the 


lea; and that is the conſideration of, the,.Lord 
Jeſus. Chaift-- Ghody; was rent and torne for 
US Ol lctthiss 4kexe, our. hearts: that &+ 
ver-we-ſhay}d; inlt ſuch a'Chril}l, His 
bloud foes 


fenb6es "rad hi 44,Be| 
is. day wg wth we, queh 
to get our*hearts 


Loh pa 


- vail. Now-there ql more powerfull to 
produce this he; then by ingro many Cal 


v4ry, and by buryi delves jn the medita» 
__ of Chriſt CT There is a ſtory of an 
Earle, called. Z&/eer ws, that was much given #0 
iamoderate = the —_ Na vie 


cuec En dif Aa4y) Ag 
On 


are. al CERT 


q 
os, 1 hoe oc 
Chit 220d; never leave 


ay fority. as a. facrifice - for our - 

fins. Oh,lct us pour forth. qur tears, for-our off. 

6d is ahoLoxd; This 
cpRiGience 


Red with.deepi ſorrow for 
fin z otherwiſe we 'do- but tike. Gods | name. in 


Ju apud 


Is via &- 


Suriun. 
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TommmjeattacPaiiwe 


The ſe» 
cond duty 
is Refor- 

mation, 


— 


is not? ſhfficientiWit < 
eroughts be'brokei 6 Pf EAI 


_ pry Frith/Tnext] © 
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"kivge and woundings for us," til we finde- 'ver- 
fue comming out of Chrif, 0 break 'our hearts. 
Let us' ptiy->r6 the*great heart-thakep; that! lee 
would bethe heart-breaker. So much forthe'duty 
of hyiliation. 50 

The ſecond duty wherein whe: wouſb expreſs 
our ride to God'is Re in, -Flumiliation 


—_— 


ewe moſt” atſs 
be broken From fonne.” ein F; bird' canhot flie with 
ohe Wits, nor a man walke" with one Teg leg ;*no 
here:can-we - et! 5H Heaven by: orgiliation, 
without Reformarisr; gre. ithEmn 'Conjoy- 
ned; #tetheleps and wings" by-whith we walk 
a flie' to Heaven, * And therefore let'me moſt 
car neſtly* exhort' you to-repe 
25-# fin! The'Ctoiwri Wah fghr forthis dayjthe 
rfl os "we 'run Tory the bs we aunt at;-is 
Mercy”; this is our joyntſvit, That God would 
ſhew mercy to England' and Preland-- Now: the 


 waytoobrine meicy is dlearly expreſſed,” Prov, 
..- 88:74.) He hattonfiferh Badferſabeh bu firs ſhall 


haverercy,/: This -God cals:for from Heayen; 
this!all* © fateful Mitſtersin the City preach 
fr this diy: Reformation, 'Reforniation, 
- 7 5g "F NA pron _ 
O at time R *ry 0: ana; rt- 
Grp Tho ig a thee: fold” Fall} a *Faſt 
ty "ifrem'frril ; and fronfHinhe?" Phe tyio 
will-hot fuffce! withbyb"the taſk?! A'beaſt 
"The !Divels"faft;\ '{fhth 


arfon;! Neb fo 


tie from ſin] as well 


Ambroſe. 
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— Mu. 


Ambroſe. The: old World tas ſome thinks) 
did never catc | Fleſh, - and (yer ,they'+ were 1 all | 
drowned.” Though we could faſt til we: were 
perfet. Anaromilts' ;; though wecaotdd! pray! and 
kneele, till -our knees were: as hard; as Camels 
knees (as itis reported 'of Fames the: brothes.of 
Chriſt)yet all weretono purpoſe,withour this (w7- 
ning from fen.Thi! 1s 1s Jejwnikgns; Warnamiis1 Auftis 
faith; This is jejamniuw tofins anni, jeſuvinns omnens 
| pert. Ph cb green ts 
faſt from fin byrcformar ten 7 5 7 Vit 
[Now..ch this. Reformation; it! muſt-hwe-tai This Re-- 
Pyoj ies, vebich are: botlvoftham formation 
in;theo- Texts--1.:Jr moſt be 'Perſ6nall;; + i 


Tt 
myſt be! Natiooall, 'Te, muſt be wr” + 
ſaichthe Texir' df th& Nation dghint whom uPerſanal.| 
have. pronhbunehd,o mnt ghd? evil, dwiltin 
ſua. Every Man: kathiſorh6ifipne. vwhick'i 157 his 
peccatum in deligije, bis dlefiity a waver 
ved fin, the finofhi irucior., | 
from that os yvhatſocysfiir is-3; and it$rchnon 
not uuhatthas hoods, iletius Watvipoy Weg 
and. ſo: vye 1 __ be Car pins Topo 
Thisthe King.oF 2 po anded'that 'oyc- 
ry onq of his. Subjects ſhould ojywehtrlyanre God Jos 3.8, 
and; not; opely-ſo, but buy ewedy ant; ie rarhe; from: by 
evill ways bd fromthe PancCon'p &.im their hands, 
Thus,mpſt.we z yvomuſtbeableco-fay vuirhD4- 
vid; I have hays wo frife, from: my ſin. -We. live pers. x; 
iorimes whhrejothere vas acer morcſturoing 
TONE REAC CIELS ETuns and like 


the. 


<A 
—_—S 


the Sow to the wallowing in ; the myre : : Some - 
'turnc -Atheifls, ſome Papilts , ſome 'Socinians, 
. «ſome Arminians. Some turne like the weather. 
cock youu way 'the-winde bloweh ;: which 
way ' x -preferment goes, that way they 
rurne : Many turn Neuters : Many ture from 
Chriſts. Gde. robe of -Antichrifts ſide ; Many 
TurnS-cotd vand+ley for-God and: his Church: 
Some" me" like . nno-the -Chemelien, that will 
_— — — Se ma- 

. ny will turne to. be anything but 'good, Tf 
iT ee ee ok —_ _ t: eye v=o 7 
_* tuenewood;” nor: be: goo 1 he 
'* ſeech you, let all us there © preſent before. 'the 
TolFatks day, turn fincercly uno the Lord our 
1; God from all iniquay-- Ler us ſtrip our ſelves 
uyk-riaked) of all the 'ragriofecbe'old) (alin, 
Repent'of your gies rene athy:dah ber- 
ter TT you glutony and 
mop be' your See ahinks and 

Fafting-your / amy Jl «na po lwearmg, 
Condemwie your etvos aurof your owne mouths, 
| that: God: ry (owes vor Repett of your co- 
_ verouſneſſe: If overyo Rn in On. 

| ata. Is rp per of 
uy >" $3 wen 
Nannfotfe) NL ok kaſd pos de nM rd eterndll 
ftames, ' Repent-of your focurity, that you may 
live fectrely... 'No'way 40 efcape damnanon, 
buri by Repentance 5 and no- (ary YHah Eve ves 
pemed args; but! 414 ſcape Janmiatien, -: Oh 


that 


— 
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that: this day might.he the: converſion of: ſome 
inner, that they taay beable te ſay, \From ſuch 
4 faſting: day,, I {4G to: turw nivts. God | Oh'thac 
this-Faſting-day might be a Feſtrvall- 


day tothe 
Angels in Heaven; who rejoyce at the conyer- 
ſon of a ſiancr.! Oh that, ſome Zathew would 
make reſtitution this day !':That fome Prodigall 
F- wy would: return on = A _ b 

| Alavghty exccadingly delights) ro ſhew 
mercy to'a penitent ſinner. As a husband-man 
delights: much id that-ground, that after long 
unfruicfulnefſe proves truirfolt\, ''and'! calls: his 
fricnds and neighbours; 'ro behold char ground * 


As a Captaiti loves that Souldier,; tliatoncefled 


away cowardly , and afrerwards-retuttis and 
fights valiantly « 'Even:fo- God is woaderfillly 
182mquree with a firiner, fhav having onee tndde 
ſhipwrack of a gosd codicience; yet atlaſt te- 


turns and ſwitns to Heavenapou the-plank of 


Fauh and R ance.. This is a notableprovo- 
cation to all wretched hard-hearred finners 'to 
turn unto God by true Repentance. God'is ſo 
farre from refufing you,: that he rejoycech in 
your converſion, and is more ready to receive 
you; then you! are to come. . And/I may ſafely 
adde, -That inſome ſcnfe God delights ire in 
a peaitetie Prodigall,thenin obe of his righteous 


children.:. As. the: good Shepheard rejoyced | IS. 


mete. in-hisloft ſheep;-then'jo-his'99. ſheep) 

And tho. godd Womanin her:loſt'groatz And 

the good Father CEO more then - 
> t 


, W426 | 


41 
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| the ſonne tharwentnoteſifay. Ir is-true, that: 
Innocency-of jift is better, ſimply and abſolutely: 
conſidered,'than Repemtaxce. : And ir is-more to- 
be deſired to.live without ſin, than to have grace 
to repent after ſi... As a whole Garmentis better: 
than a rent Garment,  abd yet a reat Garment 
may. be ſp: handſomely pieced crogether, thar 
there ſhallbelictlediference between that and- 
a whole Garment. A-penitent (inner, that feel- 
ingly apprehends the great mercy of Gad in: 
pardoning ſo. great afinner as he was; the ſenſe 
of this diſtioguiſhing love of God towards him, 
raiſerh up his heart roa bigher pitch of zeal,and 
enables tim to-.draw neer to God with more 
affeRion;,and fervently to be more tender of fin, 
and to do, and ſuffermore for God many-times; 
than thoſe that arc-more righteous than he is. 
As ſuppoſe,two men atSea,the one comes ſafely 
to ſhore without danger ,. the other eſcapes ro 
| ſhore not without greatihazard and perill of life: 
He that comes without hazard hath more- cauſe 
ſimply to be thankfull; yer ordinarily , he that 
had the greater danger, out of ſenſe of his dan- 
ger, will-return more praiſe than the other. 
Saint Paw laboured more than alltheiother A. 
poſtles , becauſe h&© was a greater ſinner -than 
all the other Apoſtles,and had obtained greater 
mercy. Therefore Mary Magdalen loved nexch,'be- 
canſe much was forgiven her: | We never readethar 
the bleſſed Virgin evercameto waſh the-Feer'oF 
Chrift with ber tears. But Aary Magdllen, a pu | 


—— 
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Sam. 23. 
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- = A Der mari 
there ever mercy liketo this ! Oh thatwe had 
hearts to embrace ir ! - And the greater any man 
is in eftate;andparts,the riore honour God ſhall. 
have, if fuch'a man will turn' ts God'this day. 
Great men are' the Lovking-glaſſe of the Coun- 
trey. where-they live, according to which, moſt 
men dreffe themſelves : 1f they be wicked, the. 
whole 'Countrey 'is' much the worſet by then. 
2w pu. The vices of Rulersare rules of Vices, Fuicquid 
dixs nomen favjunt previpere Videntar, Tt the head be giddy, 
0% rhe: mombers/reet, If the liver be tainted,” rhe 
" body is Yroplie. ”7eroboain madeall' 7/41 to fin. 
Burwhen great men prove good men, it is not 
AR, 18.3, to be exprefled, what good they do. . When Crif- 
pus #he ehvef:.nuler 'of the Synagogite, - veleewed on the 
Lord, many of the Coritthians bearing; beleeved alſs, 
When the Maſter of -rhe.family-was" converted, 
his whole family were aHo baptized. The Lord 
makeall great'men,/ good men - and good men 
-(of partsand dbyitics) grearmen; 
2. Iemuſt * 2, As this Reformation muſt be'perſonall, 
1.” fo alſo it muſt be nationall.* For ſo faith the 
Text, If that Nation againſt which, &e. : A parti- 
cular man by turning utito God, may turn away 
a particular judgement! But whenthe fins*of a 
Nation are general), and-the judgements upon 
a Nation generall, the torning muſt be generall. 
If the Sea hath broken-the. banks, and over- 
flown the Countrey, iris northe care of one or 
two men, by repairing their banks, that can. 
prevent the jnundarion, Even ſo'when God is 
| oVer- 
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overflowing a Land with a generall deftruRion, 
there muſt be agenerall endeavour ,to make up 
the whole breach, ' There mulſt.be.a Court-Re- 
formation, a Countrey-Reformation, a City 
Reformation, Church and State-Reformation, 
a Generall-Reformation. *# 
Reformation * - 

Two wayes. : - - Ms 

If youthat are the repreſentative Body of this 
Nation, as you- ſtand under this. relation, be 


reformed, the Natipn it ſelf, may be faidro, be . 


reformed. For youare the Nation repreſenta- 
tively, virtually, and emineatly,; youſtand in 


the place of the whole Nation; ,andit you Gand 
foy: Gads.caulc, the whole Nation; doth; itin 


you; Oh let it not be ſajd;that the Reformers of 


others -nced Reformation themſelves !..1f the - 


eye be dark, how great is that darkacſlc, &c. 


If the Salt that ſcaſoneth other things, [be uaſa-. 
voury, wherewithall ſhall it be ſeaſoned Þ This . 


15 the firſt way: . EE LG is £351 
The ſecond way to reform a Nation, is when 
Fou that are the repreſentative, Body. of the Na- 
rion do, ,as much as in you lyeth, . to reform the 


KWation you repreſent.” This is a duty that God 


requires and expects from your hands. - It was 


the complaint | 
koah did xot put their necks to the yoak of the Lord this 


was 2 great blemiſh to them. Let nor, I beleech 
you,the like brand of infam 


y be caſt upon any of . 
G3 YoOus.. 


| Anſw, 
I. 


- But how ſhall we do to obtain this geverall 9up. 


j 


Nehemiah, that the Nobles of Te= Nete.z, 
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you. Ir cannot be denicd bur that this Nation 
needs Reformation, not onely in reference to the 
Common- wealth, but alſo tothe Church. The 
Prophet in the ninth verſe, compares a Nation 
tO a Houſe that needs building, and to an Orchard 
that needs planting. And ſure it-is, that the 
Houſe of this Nation is much our of repair: the 
Houſe of the Lord lieth waſte, and*there is much 
-. rubbiſh inir. Many pollutions have crept into 
our Do@rine, much defilement into our Wor- 
ſhip, many illegal! innovations have been ab- 
 traded-upon- us ; the-very+ poſts and pillars of 
this Houſe, many of them are rotten ; the ſtones 
are looſe and uncemented; the Houſe exceed- 
wely divided and diſtraged with diverſity of 
opinions; the very foundation is readyto ſhake, 
and the Houſe to fall down about ourears: The 
Garden: of 'this--Nation - is over growh with 
weeds ; and thereare many not oncly unprofit- 
able, but hurtfull trees planted in this Garden. 
Now this is the great work that the Lord requi- 
reth at your hands, Ohye Worthies of Iſrael ! 
To ſtub up all rthefe wnprofitable Trees, and to 
repair the breaches of Gods Houle,-to build ir 
up+inits beanty, according tothe. pattero'in the 
Mount, and to bring us back not oncly to our firf 
Reformation in King Edwards dayes , but to'reform 
the Reformation it Tar, For we were then newly 
crept out of Popery , and (like unto men that 
come newly out of priſon, where they have been 
long detained ) it was impoſſible bur our. gar- 
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ments ſhould ſmell a little of the Dungeon from 
whence we came. Ir is ſaid of Za{arw, that 
when he came firſt out of the Grave, He came 
forth bound hand and foot with Grave-clothes , and his 
| face was bound about with a Napkin. So'it was with 
us in our. firſt Reformation : it was a moſt bleſe 
ſed and glorious work, like che reſurreQtion 
from the Grave : but yct notwithſtanding we 
came outof . this Grave bound hands and feet 
with our Grave-clothes, and. eycs- blinding 
Napkins; we brought many things out with us 
which ſhould have been lett behinde. Our. Sa- 


viour Chriſt 'roſc from the dead, and left all his 


linncs clothes behinde him. So muſt we bury all 
ſuperſtitious Ceremonies in the grave of oblivi- 
on, and perſeQ a Reformation according to the 
Word of God. And as: 6ur Saviour Chriſt, in 
the place forementioned, commanded his Dif- 
ciples to.unbinde Lazaras, and to take away his 
Grave-clothes. Oh that you alſo would com- 
mand the Apoſtles of Chriſt; the faithfull and 


learned Miniſters of this Kingdome to meet in a 
free Nationall Synod, for toi1nform you abour 


the taking away of theſe grave-clothes,and cigs- 
blinding Napkins; or whatſoever clfc ſhall ap- 


pearto be prejudiciall to the picty and purity of 


of Gods Worthip. But then | do moſt carneſtly 
beſcech youto take heed that thofe whom: you 
call to this Synod, be not like unto the Car 


nalls and Prelates who Met at Rome, to ef | 


bout Reformwatian of the Charch, of WEOIEN 
TY ther 
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' fwept-it all about the houſe, 
ſmoke for the while, but when they were gone, 
the 'duſt fell all down again. I doubt nor but if 

this motion; (which I offer. in all humility) fſuc- 
 ceed; your Wiſedoms will be carefull ro make 
ſuch qualifications both of the Perſons thar are 


| lyablc ro any juſt Exception, ſhall have a voice 
in this Syned, for fear leſt our greate& remedy 


BY kept the Paſleayer together ; the farſt thing 6 


————— — h——_————— 


Luther ſpeaks. That they were like unto Poxcs 
that came to fyrcep 2 houſe full of duſt withtheir 
tails, and inſtead of ſweeping out the duſt, they 
and made 2 great 


te chuſe, and to. be choſen, that no. Miniſter 


prove to be our greageft Tuine. Bur this by che 
Way. | | | 
Oh that the Lord would make me an inftru- 
ment this to encourage yauto go 0n1R the 
wofk of Reformation. - For S:0xs ſake 1. will not 
hold my peace, and for Ieruſalems ſake I mill not veſt, 
amill* the righteouſneſ[e. thereof 20 forth as bright- 
mreſſe, apd the ſalvation thereof as a lamp that burneth, 
Ariſe, ariſe, have mercy upon Sion, for thetime tn fa- 
our her, yea, the ſct time us come : Lt it pitty you to 
ſee Sion inthe duſt... Let this be the product of this 
ſolemn Faſt tro. quicken youto a Nationall Re- 
forniation. When Moſes had becn [converſing 
"with God, his face ſhone 'when ke came down. 
Youarc fow converfing withGod ja the Mount; 
Oh that your lives might ſhine forth in holines, 
acer this day ::: and thatit may be with you as ic 
was with Hezckeeh, when he and all' his people 
hey 
did 
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did beforethe killing of the Paſſeover was, the, c1..n_ 
taking away all the Altars that were at Tetuſalenms, and 30. 14.15. - 


» 


caſting them into the brotk Kidron.” And whe ther <0". 
Paſſcover was finiſhed," all ſract that were preſent; wins'* © 
ont- to the Cities: of Tudah j and brakt"the Imaees'in 
peeces, and cut down the groves, - antl threw down the 
, high Ro afoot all _y and _ | 
Jamm,in E ram al 440 E unillt fy Dad 
utterly deſtroyed them all. 1 eres. of 'aftty _— 
tuous, diſorderly, illegall way;but of 'an orderly: 
and legall reformation : Which defire:.(like- 
this of Hezekiab):may be the ifftic of rhis day.: 
The Motives are many... | 7 , © Motives 
x: If you build Gods houſe, ' God will build mui, 


d* mation. 
Houſes for you; as-he: did:ifor the Hebrew Mido 1. 
wives, he will bleſſe andiproſþeryou.- Remem-iEx1.:7, 
ber what the Prophet Huge) faith. 1s it time for 
50u,” 0 yee, t0 dwell in your ceiled houſes, and rhis houſe. 
lye waſte 2 Now therefore, thus ſaith the Lord , 'confi- Hagg. 1.4; 
der your wayes,| X44 haue ſown much, and bring inlittle, 5:67, 9. 
yee eat; but ye have not enough, ye cloth you, but there. 
us none warm; and htthat exrneth wages, earneth wages 
to pnt it into a bug with holes. Thus ſaiththe Lord, 
Can ſider your wayes, go up to the Mountain ,; and bring 
Wood and build the houſe, and 1 will take pleaſureinit, 
and I will be glorified; ſaith the Lord, ec. Readalio, 
Verſe 9, 10, 1T. 

2. \ Conſider what Mordecai ſaid unto Efther. 2 , 


Think not with thy ſelf that thoy ſhalt eſcape in the Kings Bſth. r1. 
houſe, more was all the Iews , for if thou cboriche 
holdeſt thy peace at this time, then ſhall there enlargement, 
H , 


and 


I3, 14p15, 


—— 
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aut. deliverance ariſe to the Tews from another place ; 
But thow and sby Fathers Houſe fhall be deftroyed. And 
© - Ywhabnowath whether thou art come to the Kingdom, for 
. © ſacks time asths 5 As lerome ſaid concerning the 
_____ dey:of judgement. That whether he dideat, or 
drink , or whatſocycr he did, he did alwayes 
hear. the yeice of the Arch-Anpgel, . 4riſe yoc 
dead, and come 10 judgement. $0 doeTdclire that 
yda would at all times,and inall places,remem- 


bet:-and conſider this foul-awakening cech of 
Moide$at and Eſther. F1$251 
3-;Cotfider the. famous examples of Ezri, 
Nehemiah, and Zerubbabel, what care'ahd pains 
... . they-took for the rebuilding; notonly of the 
1: Walks butalſo of the Temple of lera{alem. It 


 -  1$net<t0ughto Ter: che Stite im tune, 'buryzou 
muſt-remember to. repairthe''Temple alſo. Bc 
| notafraid of Tobich, Saxbailat, or of any other 
Zach.4 7-:0DemYy » WF hoart thou 0 great Monwain ? Brfore Ze- 
"©" Iikbelie changes, mowes Sured: ide 
muſt belike - , who:wwas Manes 
mas. A Loadftonc, and an Adamant. A Load- 
ſtone by his affable carriage, and courteous be- 
haviour, drawing all .mento. the love'of him. 
Butin the cate of God:.he 'was as an Atdarnant,. 
untaneablc and unconquerable. {1.42 
4. If we reform and turn, God will turn; It 
_ - weturnfrom theevill of ourftins God will turn 
"From the evill-of his jadgements. Teriallian 
7ot 4274" onaks of himſelf, That the markers 39 nothing ole 
_ intro Repentance, Anexcelicn faying for (every 
one- 
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of the people, appears , /crrem. 3. 10. And yet 
for all thes, her treacherous fiſter Jadah hath not turned 
wo me with her, whale heart, but fainedly , ſaith the 
Lord. Atincere Nationall turning will certainly 
divert Nationall Jadgements,and procure Nati- 
_ onall Blefhngs, _ Ws 
. - ... If wewillnotturn, reform, and repent of 
- ourfins,, God will repent with a mew kinde of re- 
pentance, he will-not repent of the evill, but repent 
that he hathreperred of theevill ; he will repent of 
the goed wherewith he-ſaid he would benefit us. 
 "And'this,.lcads me:;to the: fourth DoArinall 
Concluſion. - . | 
Dottrine 4. | 
. Dei. Tharwhen God begins. to build and plant a 
Nation if:that Nation:do:evill in Gods fight, 
God will unbyild , pluck up, and repent of the 
good he intended to do unto it. - This is a point 
of great concerament, expreflely ſet down in 
the tenth _ [t is certain that God hath be+ 
gua to build and plant this Nation, and he hath 
made you his Inftcuments (Right Honourable) 
in this great work. We reade, Zechary 1. 19.0f, 
four. horns, which ſcattered Indah and Teruſalew, By 
thefe: four borns, are meant all the enemies of 
Gods people;that arcalwayes/' puſhing at-them, 
and. goring of them. And verſe 20. we reade 
of four Carpenters; wham God raiſed upto fray 
away theſe borns.: Such Carpenters have you been 
wato 415:: You have knock: off all thoſe hotas 
wherewith the fat: Buls of Baſhan puſhed ww: 
ou. 
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You have endeavoured to under-prop the Houle 
of this Kingdom, and to keepit from falling : 
Youhave ſtubb'd up, many unprofitable Trees,: - 
and taken away ( atleaſt, in your cndeayours ) 
many rotten-poſts.: you have. removed a great 
deal of rubbidge.: You have 'been:-out -Zbed- 
melech's , ro releaſe our:Teremics. out:of the Dun-+ 
geon. Indeed you have done marvellous things, 
bleſſed be the Name of the Lord | Ang we have 
cauſe to 'be cnlarged in much-thankfulneſſe.,, 
though you never have opportimityrtodamorc 
for us. Ezre blefſed. God. that: bad given: thens 4 
little reviving in their bondage. Acmanthat hath-**** 9-5 
been for many yeers. in a dark . Dungeon, will 
rejoyce exceedingly fora little creviſe'df light, 
though never. fo'lirtle. We havei been''in the 
Dungeon of deſpair,” and-we bleſlſe :God'for 
the littte creviſc of light let.in by. yout means.3#e 
have lien among the pots ( inter _ollas fuliginoſas);ſul-+ pc. 68.;; 
lied with filthz.-and-thereis:a:creviſe of hope 
(in the. Valley-of- Achot ):that we ſhall ber as the 
wings of 4 Dove, couered with ſolver , .and her feathers 
with yellow geld.. And though this childe of hope 
be but yet anEmbrioi; We will not deſpiſe the 'day of 7... _ co. 
little things; When Ezr4 had laid the foundation  _ 
of: the Temple, there was: great joy and rejoy- "© {7 
cing.” We doubt not but there isa' foundation 
laid of  better.times', , and: ſuch-a_foundation 
which ſhall neverbe taken awty; : The Lord 
recompence all the pains: you have taken, upon 
you and yours. And Po let me adde one word 

| 1.3 aS> 
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as a parentheſis z that Nehemiah after all his good 
' ſervices he had done for the Church, ſub-joyns 
- theſe words. Remember me,O my God,concern- 
ing this, and ſpare.me; he begs pardon for his 
noble work of Reformation. Bleſled be God 
. kereis hope of a faire building , and of a moſt 
beaddifull Paradiſe, if things ſucceed as they 
have begun. ' if | | 
_ But nogy marke the DoaArine. When God be- 
ginsto build, and plant, if that Nation do evill, 
Godwillun-build what be hath built, pluck up 
what he hath planted, He will repent of the good, ct c. 
For you muſt know, that God repents as well of 
his mercies, as' of his judgements. When God 
bad&made- $44 :Kitg, and he proved ftubborne 
and diſobedient,; Qvd repehted that: ever he 
made him King, When God faw that the wic- 


Gene.6. kedneſſcoftheold Wotld was greatupon earth, 
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He was grieved atthe very heart, and reperred 


: Same6. qhatiever he made man. When David was bring- 


SH OUR TS 53" 7 


ing home the Arke with great pompe; becauſe 
it was not brought home in due order; and be- 
cauſe of 7Yzz4h's fin, God repented of what he 
 wasSdoing., andthe Arke ſtayed in the middle 


_.. way; When'the people: of 1ifrze) were come 
out of Egypt , and very necre Caxarm; becauſe 
they broughtan evill report upon the Land of 
Canaan, and: murmured, .The Lord repents of 
what he had done ;\-and carries then backe a- 
gaine forty years-'joutney through the vaſt 
howling Wilderneſſe, 


Reaſon. 


tt. 
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Reaſon. 
1-Becauſe GodsCavenant with anation 15.com 
ditional. Itis quemdnſc bene geſſeris., If that Na- 
tion-obey my voice,then will build itand plant 
it : but ifat diſobey my yoicc, then will: org iT 


—— 
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Reaſon, 
Eb |: 


up,pull it down,and deſtroy. it.TheLordis with $04, + Chron, 


while ye ewes fan X: 5 Lk the bis 
af. you : but rf you fo "_ 

ear mn gp ry dyor King. 
Becauſc that kg is ge PECNiCious tO 4 
that where inane rules, there God _ 
his gjeqrey! will notabidc.. OT canary 
favour. of God: by which LNations-lublig. 
And if Gods fourbe gone, all is gene. Sinne 
—_ the very Joyms and. ite Nati- 
ON; ig10n maintains \andup GOMS» 
The 7rojuns hid their Polediny: : Kong 85; that 
was ſafe, they weredafe.: The 8omass had their 
Ancile; as reg asthat was kept-, «hey were an 
cure. The 1(rzelitec had their Axk'; as; 
that-was ſure, theteway 2 defcaſnupan 
Zion. Pureand uridefiled Religion. is'the Pab- 
ladiom: , the Ancile., "the Ark , to preſerve King- 
doms. But finne- beraygch Bly Rel 
hends of ſuperſtition .and..idalatry. Sinne is a 
Serpemt inthe boſome; a vhief inthe. houſe; , poyſors 
at the ftamack, aſwordatthe very heart ofa Na- 
tion. Ifthe Serpemt be mthe boſomeat will bite; 
if athieftn the houſe, be will ſteal ;if pryſoninthe 
ftomack,it willpain us ; if a ſme atthe heart, it 
will Lil us. Life, 


Hence 


100 into. the 


ye ſeek him he will be. found 15 2- 
ake $09. _— 
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this, than by ſending a faith 
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Hence we may tearn what the reaſon is of the 
Frear delay in'theReformation of. rhe Church ; 


why the childe of Reformation: ſticks in the 
Birth ;\-why-the hand of mercy: begins ro:-be 


pulled'in ;'and why many: obſervers: of the 
times begin to fearthat this is not,as yet,the ap- 
pointed time wherein God will have mercy .up- 
on Sion.--l am very confident, that the \faulr is 
notinyouto whom Tſpeak; burir is.laid: down, 
2 Chron, 20.33: Howbeit the bigh places were not 
taken away, for as yet the people had nat preparedthein 
hearts nitro the God of their Fathers.: The people of 
the Land' would hot bear a thorow Reformati- 
on. I deny not but that the'Land'ia which we 
live. is a Land of #prightneſſe. As many amongſt us 
truely religious, aSin apy place-in the wotld; of 
the like bigneſſe, -Bat'yet the 'Bulk of qQur peo- 
ple are wicked, and their hearts -are not as yet 


- prepared to the yoke of the Lord. Oderunt win- 


culapietatis, « They are unreformed themſelves ; 
ail fvigna wonder they are:ſooppotte toatho- 
row Reformation. | It: may' be laid of many a- 
moneglt us, as /ere-y did once ſay of his people, 


The Prophets prophtſie falſly, and the Prieſts bear rule by 
their m— j6- pop loue to have it ſo; and what 
will ye do intheendthereof ? Now' it is this {in of 


the Land that weakens your hands, and divides 
you ſometimes olie from another,and keeps you 
from perfecting this great work of Reformati- 
on. And I conceive no way better to.remedy 
and painfull Mi- 

niſtcry 


i 
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niftery thorowout the Kingdom. For if you 
will be pleaſed to obſerve, you will fiade- that 
thoſe places which are rud'ſt and moſt ignorant, 
moſt irregular; and where the leaſt Preaching 
hath been, are the greateſt encmics to Reforma- 
tion. This is a work worthy of ſerious confide- 
ration, The:Lord tir up your hearts to confider 
it, and open youreyes allo, clearly to perceive 
that there are more with you, then againſt you; 
and that when God reformes a Nation, he doth 
not findeus prepared, but he makes us prepared. 
When God ſheweth mercy te a Nation, there 
gocth power with the mercy to heal the Nation, 
 Ezek.36, 24,25, 25,27,28. 


If when a Nation doth cvill in Gods ſight, Kſe 2, 


God will repent of the- good he intended, &c. 
Let us repent of our evils committed againſt 
God, that he may not repent of the good he 
intends to do unto us. Chuſe which you will, 


If we repent, God will repeat of theevill, oc. If 


we repent not, God will repent of thegood, cyc. And 
ſuffer me to tell yows That when God begins to 
draw back his mercies from a Nation, that Na- 
tion is in a wofull plight, God repented that he 
made .the old World ; And what followed ? 
The next news you hear, is, they were all drow- 
ned. He repcnted that he had made Sas! King, 
and the next -news we. hear, 1s, That he was re- 
jcRed from being King. He repented that fe 
had brought the [ſraclites out of Zeypt 3 and 
thereupon he carries them back again, and 
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{wears that not one of them ſhould enter into 
Canaan, but that all their carkaſes ſhould periſh 
in the Wildernefle. It is God only that can build 
and plant a Nation. He is the only Archite& 
that can build our wafte places, and make up 


our dilapidations, though never ſo great ; he is 


the only Gardner to pluck up our 'Weeds, 'and 
ro plant uſefull and fruitfull: Trees in the Or- 
chard of this Nation. ' And if he pleaſe he can 
do it, and that in aninſtant with a word ſpeak- 
ing. For ſoitis inthe Text, At what inſtant I ſpeak 


concerning a Nation t0 build, andto plant it ;\ Though 


the Houle of the Kingdom be never'ſd much out 
of repair, God canin aft inſtant build us, and 
plant us,and make us better then ever. But if God 
begin to repent of what he hath done, woeto 
the. Nation, For except the Lord build the Honſe, 
they labour in ain that build it, in vain to riſe up early, 
and to ſit up late, 5c. God will unravell all, and 
thovgh he hath brought us neer Canaan, he will 
carry us back again, and make us to tarry forty 
yeers for a Reformation, orit may'be he will ar 
laſt carry us back again to Egypt, which was the 
laft and greateſt cuxſe, threatned againſt the 
people of .Iſracl ,, and it is the greateſt miſery 
that cat come vpon this Nation, © ' 

But on the contrary, if-we turn from our 


_ evill wayes, God will perfe@ his building, and 


og/lh his plantation, he will make us a glorious 
Paradiſe, an habitation fit for himſelf to dyell 
in; he will ſet up his ordinances after a purer 

| manner, 
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manger, and watch over us for good from the 
beginning of the ycer to the end of it. Oh that 
theſe words of mine might be as goads, and as 
nailsto faſtenthis point upon your hearts, that 

| it may take deep impreſſion, and abide for ever 
upon your ſpirits. It may be ſome will ſay, 
'That this doarine 1s as 'common as the bigh- 
way : Itistruc, It is « common high way,. bur it is 
the hjgh way to heaven. And though it be not a 
Do@trine to glut your ears, yetit # ſavoury meat, 
ſuch as Iacob provided for Eſau, whereby he obtained the 
 blefing. Turn or burn for everin Hcll. Let every 
man labour firft to turn himſelt, and then let us 
endeavour to refor:n one another. There is a 
great complaint in the Kingdom. The Miniſters 
complain of their people, that they are fadti- 


ous, ſeditious, covetouf, dif-reſpe&tull of the 


Minifſtery, &c. And that becauſc they do not 
reform ; therefore the judgements of God are 


not turned away from us. The pcople complain 


of rheir Miniſters, that they are dumb dogs, 
greedy dogs, which can never have cnough, and 
k 


at they arc ſuperſtitious, more for pomp then 


ſubctance ; | and that untill the ſcan:ialuus Mini- 
ters be removed, Gods beavy and will never 
be removed from us. T he 11ch comp{iain of the 
poor, that they are lazy, and-theeviſh, The 
poor of the rich, that tticy are p:-ud and bard- 
hearted. The ſuperiours cry out againſt their 
inferiours, and the'inferiours againſt the ſuperi- 
ours. And becauſe every min expeas ww 

I 2 us 
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his neighbour ſhould curn, hence it cometh te 
paſſe that no man in particular turns. : We look 
for that in another, which.we-forget to do in our 
ſclves. I know no way to reconcilethis diyi- 
fion, bur by raifing.a new divilion, .and by per- 
ſwading all ſorts of people. to ſtrive, who 
ſhould be the firſt in turning to God,who ſhould 
firſt get into Chriſt, . who fhould firſt get jato 
the Ark. Every man ftrives for worldly prece- 
dency. Oh letus ſtrive for this ſpirituall pre- 
cedency ! Itis nopride in this to go one before 
another. He is the humbleſt that gocth firſt. 
And being reformed in ourown perſons, letus 
in the next place labour to reform one another, 
We are all of one nation, of one body, one 
fleſh, one Church. Thereis a Nationall Com- 
munion, a Morall. Communion, a Politicall 
Communion, a Spirituall Communion amongſt 
us. I may adde, There is a Communion. in mi- 
' ſery. We are all in the ſame condemnation. 

Let us labour to pitty one another, and to turn 
one another. Let every man ſearch whatdrun- 
kard, what ſwearer, what adulterer, &c. He 
hath in his:Houſe, and oither cauſe the fin to de- 
part from the. perſon, er both fin and perſon 
| from his houſe. - 

Firſt reforme your own familics, and then you 
will be the firter to reforme the family of God. 
Let the. Maſter reforme his ſervant, the Father 
his childe, the Husband his Wife. Will a man 


keepca ſcrvant in his houſc all night, if he were . 
aflured 
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aſſured he would murther him before morning 2? 
Such a ſervant is finne, It will murther ſoul and 
bodie. Let us caſt it away frem our ſelyes, and. 
from our families. 

There is one Motive more, andthat is from 
the ayd youare {cnding to Ireland, to diſtreſſed 
Ireland, that at this inſtant calls to Englaud with 
aloud cry for help and affiftance. I doubt ner, 
bur you are ſcaſible that delay is as bad as deni- 
allalmeſt. I ſhill offer only one Text te be 
conſidered on when you ſend forth your help 
and that is Deut. 23.9. When the Hoſt goeth fort 
' 4x 4inſt their enemies, then keep thee from every wicked 
thing. If fin be.in the Hoſt, it will make you 
turn your backs upon-your enemies. Tura to 
God, and he will make your cnemies turn their. 
backs.upon you. 4 £2 

But it is not in my power to turn, unleffe I 0bjec?. 
were przdeſtinatcd * . F anos 

I an{wer with Maſter Bradford, that we muſt p 
firſt go to the Grammar-ſcheole of Repentance, "ſw. 
before we can be admitted to the Univerſity of 
Prxdeftination. It is not a difpute about P:zde- - 
ſtination that will turn away Gods wrath , bur 
itis the praRtiſe of humiliation and Reformation. . 

It is moſt certain, that God is notthe cauſe of 
aty mans damnation. He found us finners in - 
Adam, but made none ſinners. Thy perd:tion © - 
of thy ſelfe, ah Iſrael! Anditis as certain, that it 
isnet in the power of man by nature to convert - 
himſclfe. And that $herefore God commands - 
+ of what .. 


—— 
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what we cannot perform, that we might therby 
take notice what' we ſhould do and what we 
once could doin Adam, and:where we ſhould ge 
to get powerto do that which we cannot do of 
our ſelyes. Goto:the Word, that hath a crea- 
ting power:. God oftenrimes in ſpeaking gives 
power. 'Go to prayer, for converting Grace, 
Pray with _Awuſtzme, Lord give me what thew com- 
mandeſt, and command what thouwilt. Itis ant exce!- 
lent rule obſerved by the ſame Author. That there 
is nothing required of us from God 45 a duty in Scyip- 
ture, but it i either promiſed by God as a gift, or fome 
of Gods Saints have prayed for it as a gift. As for 
example. Godcommands us to turn unto him, 
but'Teremy praycesfor it; Twrn us, oþ Lord, and we 
ſhaff be turned. And God promiſeth it, Dew. 30.6, 
Ezek. 36. 26. Let us therefore be ſenſible of our 
inabiliry to keepe the commandement of the 
text; and letus belceve'in his promiſe, togive 
vs power to keepe it, and pray for the perfor- 
mance of his promiſe. | ; 
$3940. 
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